THE 


One neceſſary thing to be ſought 
Briefly touched, 


[ Tn a four-fold 


'DIALOGUBE, 


Upon ſome of the greatand moſt con- 
cerning Truths of practical Religion. 


Ps At. X IX. Verſ. 1r. 


Mortover by them is thy Servant warned , and in keeping 
of them there is preat reward. 
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CE FTTHITTTRLEGTS FOOD Hh TO TR CBD UEGY: 
READER. 

ZIP ' Ince Religion ts a ſerious Bufs- 
WIE] ne/f, which we muft live; and* 
GS; No know by its power and. efficacy 
=_—_ he ſort, or be wholly ſtran- 

ers thereto ; and that there is a Sts 

ritual taſte: and” ſavour of Divine truth,, 
and a lwuing Holineſs, no leſs demonſtra= 


ble than that there are Hjving men on the 
earth ; yea that here is the, ſure way to. 


come to a ſolide aſſurance, and E ftabliſh- 


ment im.the truth ; when ſuch ſhaking times 
n0W are. if any man will do his will, he 


ſhall know the Doftrine, whether ir be of. 


God. oh. 7:v. r7. Sonowis the ſeaſon for 
its trial, amidst theſe manifold temptatts 
ons which are here, That the lives of Chri- 
ſftians might thus be a more V ſible trans 


*{eript of the Truth and Do@rine of Chri#t*, 


they profeſs's but whil never more advan- 
tage was of means , and ſuch voluminous 
enlargements to extend theT heory of prattt- 
calDrommty, how ſad an ann pmcon: th - | 
| e 


things , this one deſire 1 would leave with 
the Reader , to grue the truth a ſerious en- 
tertaintment, and let hmm groe the Author 


what he pleaſe. 1s by way of Dialogue , 


without mentioning of *Dialoguiſts, as 1s u- 
ſual under borrovuved names, to avoid any 
unneceſſar multiplying of vuvords,that might 
be occaſioned this Vuay. 
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True ERRATA, 


Whick have eſcaped the Printer through in- 
advertancy , may be amended thus by the 
Judicious Reader. 


Age 4+ line 32 read Tit. 3: 2. Jam. 2: 12. p-8.1-6. 
r. leſions. p, io. 1.32. r. Pi, 42-10, p. 15.1. 19: r, Jams. 
4: I. p.20:1.c.r. Eph. 6: 11. 1.27. r. Monarchs. p. 23+ 
1, 3T.1. left. p.24,1.9.r. duties, ), 18.r, Col.3: 1. p. 25. 


1.26. r, Matth, 7: 22. p.35.1.31. r. implicitly. p. 37. 
1»25.r, to be carried. p. 47+). 1.1.16: II. P.5L1.1. 31s - 
r. mighty. p. 59.1. 6. r. bribe. 


QUEST. I. 


be ſeen by many , if not mo? who live under 
the light of the Goſpel , to the moF? concer- 
ning © weighty truths thereof. If this poor 
eſſay might be of uſe to any ſuch, by a bleſſing 
from him, who can ſerve himſelf of meanest 
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QuEs T. I. 


FN Ince we have this acceſs to converſe 
if = lirtle together , 1 should gladly know 
"*RISESE bow to gain ſuch an hour, for ſome ſ0+ 
SINGDY1E3 Side fruit and advantage in the im- 


Wis 7 < 1c YOVEMmeuts thereo 
Jos LG P f 
: ANSWER. 


Tt is a rare and unuſual queſtion, in theſe times, which 
ye now make ,. though nothing more highly rational and 
neceſiar, and ſuch as gives occaſion to ſome ſad reflei- 
ons, that may be too obvious on ſuch a ſubje&. 1. Of the 
ſmall account moſt ſeeme to have of time, and of the 
preſent hours going by, who yet cannot Poflibly be ſure 
of the next, nor bring again one minute paſt » time being 
ſuch atide , that floweth but once, and muſt be either 
taken , or loſt for ever; 2. How very fad the ordinary 
diſcourſe in ſociety and viſites moſt make to other , is 
ſuch, that if one ſhould keep filent , and overtake 
with a pen , what too frequently paſſeth in theſe Com= 


 munications, and bur read it over again , they could 


not but both wonder and be aſhamed ar fo ſtrange and 
deformedan image of themſelves. 3. That when ſuch 
mutual converſe and ſociety together puts oft a price in 
mens hand , for ſome. gainful improyment hereof , and 
to make anintereſt for the Lord, with that Chriſtian pru- 
denceand ſobriety , in giving others an occaſion, more 
than to appear themſelves ; yet how rarejs italmoſt ro 

Wh wu A know 


0M Fa , . 


2 "Thefafeuſe of warrantable Recreatiogs; 


know Chriſtians to be truely ſuch by their walk , excepe 
in the duties of Worſhip, as if their intereſt were not 
more to live Religion , than to Profeſs it; and that ſo 
ſolemne and great a buſineſs 1s now before all to die ; 
and know what an eternity means , with ſo marvellous a 
. Change we muſt admit in another world , whither this 
preſent hour we haſten , yea how few can be feen in theit 
travelling garbe with their loynes trimmed , and their 
—__ burning ; but rather as ſuch who {minded a ſetling 
ere. 
Quzsr. Il: Though this beto the firthe#t con- 


wincing and clear ; yet x it not 10 affright men with 
the auſterity of Religion, as if it did warrand no 
eper ful and comforting converſe together , and to di- 
wert thus in any (uteable recreations, that may be mot 
ſatisfying and delight full? 

' Answ. I ſhould be very tender to ſplit on any ſuch 
rock , nordoin the leaſt debate the warrantable uſe of re- 


Creations » and neceflar unbending of mens Spirits this 


way , with ſobriety; but I hope ye will Confeſs, r. That 
a ſerious frame , and the ſavour of ſpiritual things kept 
on the ſoul, leads morein to a true delight , and defira- 
ble enjoying of any outward enjoyments , than the fur- 
theſt liberty , that many take otherwiſe , 2. That a 


dye reſtraint thus is not eaſy, or to keep within theſe 


bounds of Chriſtian Liberty, which is found in the cloſe 
to bring a ſting merewith more imbittering , than the 
former pleaſursKremed ſweet, 3. That there needs alſo 
a guard againft Ttichunwarrant"We and prophane games 
of Lottery, as the Cardes and D7% ; where the hook may 
be as evident as the bait , and with that adyantage given 
to the Devil this way , as 1t1s not eaſy for ſuch to play 
alone » without having hima partner , both in the game 
and gain; and no wonder , when he finds ſuch upon 
" © his own ground , and at a work, where js ſo viſible a 
 _ contempt 


Piety, and Mens privat callingsatno Jar. $5 
contempt and ſporting at the Providence of God , 
and taking his name in vain; ſuch a daring to' ad- 
venture on an immediate decihon by lot » which ſhould 
alone ia things of greateſt weight be made uſe of by 
prayer. SOLE 5 | IE 
Qu, I1I. You kwow, that beſides any ſuch dis 
verſions for pleaſure, how mo#t have their veney 
buſineſs and affaires totake them up in converſe and fel= 
lowship together , and diſcourſe thereon, as their ſes 
weral imployments iyes, and bere u a concerning duty, 
_ Answ. lam fartiom oe what thus may be 
either needful , orexpedient ; yea | know one may fol- 
low with adyantage the work of a Chriſtian in that way 
of his outward calling, more than in the furtheſt ab- 
ſtratedneſs from the world , and all:humane ſociety ; 
And that the more a Chriſtian » the more alſo is he a 
man , andat the greater advantage thus for being aQtive _ 
and dexterous in his outward concernes , but you know- 
the time is ſhort , and theſe frequent intercommunings 
moſt have about things ofthe world are oft more from 2 
too eager ſcent after the ſame z than upon grounds either 
of neceſlity,, or conveniency > as though there their 
maine work lay; - and what 1s for eternity, were bur 
ſomething on the by , to be followed. 


Qu. IV. Since wearethus fallen on ſuch a ſubje8, I 
should deſire to know, if there be cauſ to offend, or que= 
Jtion that freedome, which w ſo uſual  -aens ordmary 
converſe together, fi Feaking thei? 1houg hts at large, 
and to paſs their judgment on others at a diſtance, as 
they ſee cauſy , or have either prejudice, or reſpetts to, 
them: For tomeit ſeemes the mot common ſubject of 
wiſcourſe, almoFt in all ſocieties? 


AnN5we The Occafien you have for ſucha xropoſal + 
@ _$ - \» #5 iv ” A 2 is _ 


1. Tenderneſs in words 
15 too manifeſt, anda diſeaſeſo ſpreading , as ſeemes to 
deſpiſe all remedies, but may be the more ſtrange , that 
1t is ſure , this is not with moſt, from want of light anene 
duty, or how deep 2 wound they may thus give them= 
ſelves more than others : But oh is this freedome you 
ſpeak of 1, To abound in love towards all men 1. The. 3: 19, 
and by atender condeſcending deport #o be all things to all, 
for the Goſpel's ſake? 2. Is this to enforce reſpet and an 
awfulregard to the truth , from ſuchas never knew the 
Inward power thereof on their ſoul, ſoas they might ſee 
that a ſerious Chriſtian is the truely beſt friend and 
neighbour ; yea thus to beas acommon good and bleſ= 
fing to mankind ; one of whom brings more credit into 
the Doctrine of Chriſt than an hundred Profeſſours? 
3+ Isrhis to anſwer ſopreſling a call , Col. 3. 12, put on 
#herefore , as the Ele of God , holy and beloved , bowels of 
mercies, kindneſi, humbleneſs of mind, me:kneſs, long ſuffer= 
ing , forbearing one another , and forgiving one another. If any 
man have a quarrel againſt any » even as Chriſt forgave 
you, ſo alſodoyou? And is not ſuch tenderneſs in our 
walk towards others , an indiſpenſible part of our San- 
Chification » whilſt this freedome you ſpeak of, 1s too oft 
a giving vent to ſome hid bitterneſs and enmity within 
againſt ſuch, who may be the Object of the Love of 
God in Chriſt , as all the ſanf&tified are > But this 
ſeems to beapeculiar Poiſon and Plagne of the preſent 
age. 4. Canyou findit eaſy, yea poſlible to have ſuch 
uſual freedome you ſpeak of, confiltent with titefe ex. 
preſs Commands of the great Lawgiver 3 to love our enc- 
mics Math, 5: 44. not tobe overcome of evil, but to overcome 
evil with good Rom. 12: 21. to ſpeak. evilof noneina deſigned 
blotting of their name, Tit. 3: 7. Fam. 2: 11, or ſmite them 
with the tongueFer. 20: 10? - Sureif theſe be the revealed 
Counſel of God, and a part of that holy and ſpotleſs Rule 
of our Duty , ſhould not the ſame diſtance be keprhere , | 
as with other ſcandalous fins? 5- Whatever may be of 
a neceflar call ſomerimes to witne;s againſt others - a di 
EE Cr og od 00s anceg 


towards theſe who are at a diſtance. 5 


ſtance, when the truth is concerned , and the advantag® 
of ſome then preſent., and for their being guarded againſt 
any contagious evil or ſnare , as alſo upon a ſerious re- 
ſentment of any injury done tothe Lord ; yea for ajuſt 
and neceſſar clearing themſelves , from the reproach of 
ſuch ,- who through them might thus ſeek to thruſt ar 
th credit of the Goſpel; yet is there not even here a 
ſpecial regard to be had to that end ,' that it may be for edia 
7 Aris Rom. 15:12? And thatnobitterneſs or animoſity 
on ſome other account be the great incitement thereto, for 
then ſuch do ſerve their own luſt and paſſion. It was 2 
choice word of one , I am (ſais he) reſtrained to ſpeakmy 
judgment of ſuch , by whom I have been injured , left my light 
| bebribed to ſerve that mot dreadful luſt of revenge; O revenge 
which is ſo viſible a transforming into the very image of 
the Devil , by which he hath gained his greateſt triumphs 
oyer many. . 6. Is this an anſwering to that excellent: 
rule given by our Maſter, to do to orhers what we twould have 
them doing tous, Matth. 7: 12> Than which ( beſides 
the Authority of the Command ) nothing is more betu- 
tiful, and becoming an immortal ſoul , nothing more 
anſwering to reaſon than thus toargue , how ſhould I ex- 
pect or wiſh that meaſure from others , if my heart 
doth not ſerve to give the fame to them > 7. And doth 
not ſucha freedome you ſpeak of, bear a blacker dy, the 
more perſonal reſpects may be thus pretended, when 
ſome hid prejudice lyes at 4 root, ſince thus it isa more 
dreadful diſlimulation before God, and the wound made 
deeper , by beingundera ſhew and coyer of love, like 
Foabs deſigned embracement of Amaſa , for that very 
end that he might ſmite him art the fifth rib > 
Qu. V. VP hat, isthereno warrantable judging 
then of others, and condemning ſuch from whom we 
inquriouſly ſnffer , when this is not- again#t the 
' truth? 


Answ= My Friend,, you know there is but one Fudge 
A an 
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6 The ſafe way of judging others. 


and Lawgiver , tphoſe it is co kill and make a live, Fam, 4* 
ver. 12, Though each hathallowed to him ajudgment 


of diſcretion; butthere is, I confeſs , a choice and ſure . 


way for one to judge another, Oh that it were more 
known amongſt men, to judge them by their walk and- 
practice 3 ſoas by tenderneſs and ſobriety to condemne 
the imbitrered paſſion of others by ſilence and compaſ« 
fion , thus to rebuke a haſty and brawling temper ; yea 
to take revenge, ( Oableſled revenge) enſuch as hate 
them by ſeeking in truth their good. And is it not thus 
the HolyGhoſt hath ſhewed how with the greareſt advan- 
tage a Chriftian can "ne himſelf to his adverſaries, 8& 
bear witneſs againit them. 2 Cor. 6: ter. 6. By pureneſs, 
by knowledge » by long - ſuff-ring , by kindneſs , by the Holy 


Ghoft , by love unjained, bs the Word of Truth , bythe power, | 


of God , by the armour of righteouſneſs on the right hand and on 
the left A | | 
Qu. VI. Such is the authority and beauty of 
Truth, even when it is moſt grieving and coniratr to 
the fiech, as puts me to a new enquiry on this ſubjef ; 
what should mo#t help. to that ſweet , and deſireable 


converſe with others ina ſad and diſtempered time, ſo 


as love and concord may loſe no ground, and thus 10 
anſwere what Chriſtian Prudence calls for in ſuch a 
caſe? | 5 

_ Answ. This, Tconfeſs, werea choice and defſi- 
reable project worthy and becoming a Chriſtian to fol- 
low 1n the greateſt earneſt, when ſo many low deſignes 
are this day on foot ; not only to adorne the Goſpel , but 
for their own inward peace and tranquillity; for which 
I may adventure to ofter theſe few things , which Iam 
ſure cannot be practically underſtood , what ever the 
times or place be wherein our lot is caſt , and not hel 
to a ſweet facility in ſuch a duty. T. Toguard again 
Creaulity, ora being haſty to conceive an injury and lay- 
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How to walk with others in Love: y 


ing too great a weight on ſudden conjectures and ſuſpi- 
' tion, which tends both to darken and diſquiet the mind; 
.noneever yet gained by indulgence hereto , but how oft 
have their after thoughts enforced an upbraiding of them- 
ſelves with weakneſs and folly> 2. How ſweet andeaſy 
might this become ro us 1n learning that leffon more 
from our bleſſed Maſter of Meekneſs, Matth. 11: ver. 29. 
Which is one of the rare graces of the Spirit, andno_ 
ſoftneſs of nature, ſoblefied acure and relief to the moſt 
tarc and froward temper hath ſuch advantage with itto | 
convince the World, and conciliat mens reſpects to the 
truth of holineſs, who look butar a diftance byſo love- 
ly and gaining an appezrance? And why is ſucha cover 
put on animbirtered and paſſionat diſpoſition, thatit is 
their natural complexion ? it may be true , but it is ſure z 
It is black nature unſubdued to the grace of God ; whilſt 
many- naturally paſſionat and ciolerick have through 
grace got that conquett over themſelves , as few with 
whom they have. converſed could diſcerne any ſuch 
thing, even uvon moſt remarkeable provocations, 3. To 
know, and be under ſome weight of this, as a ſpecial 
opportunity for the Lord » the loſs whereof ſhould be a' 
loſs indeed, when there is ſucha call, to requite evil with 
gocd, bothin doing and ſpeaking, and your reward ſhall be 
great Luk. 6: v.35. Andare nota Chriſtians opportunities 
a part of his riches and treaſure? I know this will ſeeme 
aftrange contradiction to many, buta ſubdued Chriſtian 
by the grace of God ; 15a ftrange and marvellous thing. 
4. Letus know more what it is to be humble, and then 
forbearance and tender condeſcendence in our walk with 
others will natively follow. O bleſſed humility , thar 
ſhineth molt in its diſappearing , -and layes the Chriſtian 
more truely near his hope» yea nearer to heaven , when 
it layes his face on the duſt,than when his head hath ſeem - 
edto beamong the ſtarrs. O what ſweet 2nd defireat!e 
ſociery ſhould this make amongſt Chriſtians , which 
geacheth cffettually to paſs by injuries , and not ſeek 
:- : | A 4 their 
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| their own glory ,. or to dare adeſpiſing of others; which 
by keeping the Spirit low firts them for nearer converſe 
with God , anda being led in the way of his Counſels, 
and whilſt pride ſwells, and cauſeth a fever in the ſoul, 
this brings ſo ſweet and ſenſiblea coole (thereto ; Yea is 
one of the two great loſſons , that Chriſt hath put by 
themſelves Matth. 11: v.29. and thus enſured a reſt and ' 
tranquillity of ſoul, whatever be the changes of their our- 
ward Lot. 5. Letus alſo for this end get ſight much 
kept of that greatexample ſet before us for our confor- 
mity thereto , 1. Per. 2:23. who being reviled , reviled not 
again , but committed himſelf to him that judgeth righteouſly , 
and it 15 ſure we then fruſtrat our relief in the laſt part of 
theſe words , if the firſt be not ſeriouſly taken alongs 
therewith. 6. We have this excellent mean alſo a 
commanded us , to ſeek peace with all men and follow after it 
Pſ* 34: v. 14 Heb. n2: 14. Yea even with ſuch, from 
- whom we may have ſuſtained greateſt injury 3 nor can it 
anſwer this togive it entertainment , when it comes; but 
to goe forth and meet the ſame , yea toſeek it whenitis | 
a mifling , and though it flee, to follow it. O ! whata 
lovely appearance doth this put upon Chriſtians , and 
- gives them a greater Victory , than to overcome a City , 
when thus grace 1n its vigorous exerciſe inone , meets 
with the prevailing corruption of another: and by yeeld- 
ing overcomes 3 by a humble condeſcendence ſubjects 
. the proud, ſoas toenferce their falling before that more 
excellent Spint, with adiſcerneableaw 8 authority over 
them , for greater is he, whois in them, than hewhoisin the 
. world, 170h.4? v 447-Lertus be tender in taking offence no 
leſs, than in grving, in a haſty judging of perſons, or aCti- 
ons ata diſtance,when we cannot ſo certainly know, what 
circumſtances may concurrein ſuchacaſe , and ſure each 
may know,how many things have begot jealouſy&bitter- 
neſs of Spirit , which upon more clear and convincing 
trial have not had the leaſt ground , whullt thus the great 
Adyerſary of the Church geteth advantage, 8. _ be 
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A ouarde againſt prejudice. 9 


| flow to ſpeak, which hath its peculiar beauty and ad- 
vantageatall times is of fingular uſe here , when under 
any ſtirre or perturbation of Spirit, thus to get a reſtraint 
over themſelves, till the water be more clear, and rhe- 
mudd fallen to the ms. O whar a choice mean were 
this ro prevent the frequent diſcompoſure many fall in, 
to be under {ome ſerious and ſevere reſolution , not to- 
ſpeak for ſome time, when they are provoked , and how 
ſweet and quieting ſhould this be upon after thoughts? 
9. Abeing much at home by ſelf - refletion , and hay- 
ing oureyes turned inward ,: ſhould much help to blunt 
the keenneſs of that.edge, which is too oft againſt others 
and put Chriſtians on another ſcent, how to reſtore ſuch 
with the Spirit of meekneſi, who may be over taken with a fault, 
conſidering t hy ſelf, left thou alſo be tempted , Gal. 6: verſ. 1, 
Here muſt be no cover , for any coolneſs, or indiffe= 
rency in the matters of truth , but itis ſure, thereis 2 
{ſweet concord there , in the Zeal of God with the Spirit 
of meeknel(s, and no jarre, but what our corruption 
makes, O bleſſed they who can goe the furtheſt length 
of ceding in their own things , and bear perſonal Retle- 
Ctions , but may not, nor dare quite any thing upon their 
Maſters intereſt. Iam much perſwaded one great let of 
ſuch a diſcerneable with holding of the influences of God» 

and which obſtructeth prayer ar this day, is much there» 
that the Spirit of Love and Tenderneſs 1s not more enter- 
tained among Chriſtians. 

Qu. VI. Iftheſetruths you ſpeak of were more 
prattically known, what another luſtre and appearance 
5hould Chriſtian Society and Converſe then bave; and - 
the times we are now fallen in ſeeme to need examples 
more than precepts this way ; but oh! for what uſe can 
ſome beto promote any intereſt for God , who are in ſo 


mean and liv a capacity? 
Ans. Why do ye tans ſpeak 2 For it is ſure, none 
A5 | can 
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Io What Seryice waits on aLow Condition: 


can want ſome triall in this preſent caſe, to g1ve a COns 
vincing example to others of the Truth and Power of 
 Godlineis; nor 1s there any Lot and Condition ſo low 

and obſcure, where theſe advantages does not wait them 
for ſome honourable ſervice to the Lord in their day. 
I. Toadorne the Doctrine of the Goſpel, by a Chriſtian- 
ly Prudent and tender walk , in ihewing forth :he porwer 
and vertues of him, that hath catled them , and thus by com- 
mending holineſs, to gain reſpect to the rruth ; even 
from the conicience of ſuch as bateit. How remarkea- 
bly hath this made a very mean and obſcure Perſon other- 
wiſe,ſhine with greateſt brightneſs in the place and corner 
he lived in? 2: And doth not times of deeveit diſtreſs, in 
a low and afflicted ſtate afford moſt ſpecial Opportunities 
for ſome eminent fruit and ſervice to Jeſus Chriſt > by 
abaſement rather than abounding 2 Yea what? is notthe At- 
fliftion and Poverty of the meaneſt a talent to improve 
for the Lord» and paying rent to him by Pazience and 
Chriſtian enduring with Cheecfulneſs , that it is for his 
ſake , noleſs than the greateſt enlargement of others ? 
3- Asno ſervice to ſucha Maſter ſhall ever be loſt ,. or 
want of having more given in to ſuch , who are faithful in their 
little , hath notthus alſo the meaneſt Chriſtian ſome call 
from the Company he may be caft in, when Atheiſme 
15 at \uchaheight, and a generation of mockers almoſt 
every Where abounding » to confeſs Jeſus Chriſt , and 
his Truth before men, by ſome grave and convincing 
witneſs thereto, as well, as when he 1s called before 
Rulers > fince to ſuch an occaſional call , that Scripture 


hath a reſpect likewiſe, aſwell as toa more ſolemneand- . 


publick appearance , Matth, to: 32. he that confeſſeth me 
before men , him will ] conſef# before my Father-and his Angels; 
Oh! What it is to know Pſal. 42: 4, it was 454 ſword in my 
bones , when they ſaid unto me continually , where is thy God? 
4. Can a Chriſtians lot be too low ; for followitg ſo 
great a ſeryiceto the Publick intereſt of the Church, by 
prayer and wreſtling in ſecret, when there 15 no Wit- 
neis 


% 
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neſs from without , but he wo ſeeth in ſecret, will not 
let this wantan open reward, and ifnot here, yet atthe 
appearing of Jeius Chriſt? 

', Qu. VIII. But shouldnot thus ſuch whoſe cre- 
dit with men cannot bear them out with much weight 
become but 4 matter of ſport &> deriſion to theſe they con- 
werſewith ,"in atime when ſerious Religion is looked 
on asthegreateF} of foolishneſs;, yea should it not re- 
ſtraine ones Caſting of Pearles before Swine, leſt 
chey turne again, and tear them Mart. 7: 6. 

ANns. You know that Chriſtian Wiſdome 1s profitable 
to direCt inſucha duty as occaſion offers; and that rule 
of expediency ſhould be much weighed , what advantage 
preſent circumſtances may offer or deny , for edification; 
but | muit ſay , carnal prudence takes oft roo much ade 
vantage here; and in no time hath that Truth wanted a 
convincing ſeale of the Lords choofing the feolish shings of 
the world to confound the wiſe , and things that are defpiſed,yee 
things that are not hath he choſen, to bring to nought things that 
arc , that no flesh should glory in his yrs 5k I Cor. 1: 27, 28. 
Anditis ſure, you cannotbut know. I. . That there 1s 
ſome aw and authority , which attend rhe truth. of holi- 
neſs , evenina very mean Perſon on the conſcience of 
men, who may be otherwiſe haters thereof : Yea to en- 
force ſome greater evidence of their reſpects. 2» And 
does not ſerious Piety and Prafical Prudence mutually 
ſtrengthen other , ſo as the more a Chriſtian , the more 
he is thusat an advantige to know his duty » and be- ſa- 
gacioully diſcerning therein. 3. But how amazing is ſuch 
a reproach caſt at this day upon Piety , of weakneſs and 
and foolishneſs ( not but that Chriſtians in truth , may 
be found in many things imprudent , which 1s, becauſe ; 
they are not more Chriſtians ) whilſt the native reſult of / 
ſerious godlineſs is fo evident, to have a watching eye 
over ones Spirit, to the Moderation of Paſſions, _ a 
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12 . Thetruthof two contrary ſtates here. 


{ſweet calme and compoſure of mind , amidſt the many 
ſnares and temptations here : their heart thus lying near 
to their working hand , as Solomon ſhewes Eccleſ, 10: 2, a 
wſe mans heart is at his right hand, but afools is at his left, 
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DIALOGUE IL 
= late communing we had at our former meeting 


together , (which 1 hope may not want ſome fruit ) 
puts me to follow this advantage of our preſent converſe 
upon a further account , for clearing ſome of the moſt 
weighty conceraes of Chriſtianity ; and notto loſe time, 
the firit propoſal I make 1s this? 


QniaT. 1. 


How it s demonſtrably clear, that there are two 
contraryStates to which thewhole race of mankind be- 


longs; aſtate of nature, and that which we mu#i be 


entered into by grace; yea, that the new birth and 
that marvellous change by converſion makes a Chri- 
ftian to differ from the rel of men , not in degree , but 
inthe kind and nature, no leſs than the ſtaie of man 
here s above the beaſts. 


ANSWE n- 
It is not ſtrange , though ſo great a truth ſhould be 


marvellous to our thoughts » upon any ſerious converſe 
therewith , but ſuch cleareſt evidence hath the certainty 
of this from the Scripture, and lyes ſo cloſs with the 
whole thereof, as | am ſure, they muſt quite the Bible , 
and rhis together ; whilſt theſe are ſo undeniable » e- 
ven to our ſenſe, 1, That one Chriſtian cannot beget 

| | another 
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another ; and how far this new life by grace is aboye 
nature , or the poſlibility of ſecond cauſes , which no 
arguments, or perſuaſives of eloquence by moral influ- 
ence conld ever effeftuat , but is the immediat work of 
the Spirit, and forming of anew Creation by the. Word 
of the Goſpel, in the naked. ſimplicity thereof. 2. How 
clear is the truth of this marvellous ſlate of grace bY ſo vi- 
ſible a reality of the effets and operations thereof; as to 
change an impoiſoned nature, and take off that imbred a- 
verſion to ſpiritual things; the ingrafting of the Word 
by aſecond impreflion of the Law written upon the 
heart and inward parts , whereby it1s transformed into 
the ſame image 3 yea ſuch convincing effects , as a living 
Chriſtian may be as diſcerneable , as one being aliving 
man , by fignes and marks peculiar to his kind. 4+ Is it 
not known with the furtheſt evidence. the truth of a vi- 
ral ſcent and air with ſerious godlineſs , which no fair 
ſhewin the fleſh, or any profethon can poſlibly counters 
feitz no more than the greateſt Artiſts could paint the ' 
{ſweet ſwell of the violet and roſe , or make a dead pic- 
ture to breath and move. 4. You may ſee the reality of 
this ſtate, whoſe native tendency 1s to move upward to 
1ts origin2l , as naturally as the ſparkes goe upward » in 
love , deſire, and a fecling intercourſe then with him 3 
yea with ſuch a ſupernatural inſtinct , which is no leſs 
marye!lous and evident , than that of the young child 
moving toward the breafts.' 5, Iris ſucha ſtate, where 
you may ſee the moſt diſcerning of men ina natural con- 
dition know not , nor can underſtand what belongs 
thereto, or what theſe felt-enjoyments of God and his 
workings on the ſoul are , .or their being brought near to 
his reconciled face in Chriſt, and laid under theſe warm- 
ing beams ; no more than the beaſts of the field know 
what belongs to the ſtate of man , which 1s ſo highinits 
kind abovethem, 6. Sucha ſtatealfo » as needs the con- 
tinued breathings and influences of the Spirit of life , 
to keep it inany vigozous Exerciſe, go lels than the _— 
| | che 


144 - AViewof cortuptNature: 
ched ground hath need of the :ain, without which it is 
dried and languiſheth 3. yea ſuch as you know hath its 
food, delights and griefs peculiar to its own nature, with 
which ſtrangers cannot inrermedle. En, 

u. Il. But finceit zs tooevident that the mo5F 
of men . and ſo many of notable gifts and endowments 
Know nothing what belongs to that ſtate you ſpeak of ; 
or what i further than the condition they are in by na- 
ture : Oh! wthat natural ſtate , ſo very dreadful and 
pffrighring as you ſeeme to underſtand.or that none poſſi- 
bly canbe ſaved herein , whiln0: ſo groſs and cor- 
rupt as others? | 

Answ. You know what account the Scripture hath 
wiven of this, and howexact a pourtraiture 1s there of 
Fach aſtate in its true ſhape and colours ; andif menwill 
but credit their own eyes z let them bur firſt look in on 
themſelyes, and then abroad upon the World, and I 
am ſure , ſuch muſt ſee, that the face does not more 
anſwer to its own reſemblance in the glaſs , than this de- 
plorable ſtate of nature , without renovation by grace 
does anſwer that marvellous and clear diſcovery of the 
Holy Ghoſt in the written Word, thereof; and oh ! is it 
notan amazing, and horride fight, when ſuch is the ſtate 
of nature): 45 I, Neither can nor will receive the things of the 
Spiritof God , 1 Cor. 2: ver. 14. But what ever uſe theſe 
ſeeme ro have of reaſon , in the things of a man both na- 
eural and civil, yeain the theory ofreligious things; yet 
neither knowes, nor can ſayour what ſpiritual truths are 

in themſelves, and their own nature. 2.. Where you 
ſee ſo ſtrange an enmity and imbred alienation from the lite 
of God , with a continued byaſs and tendency againſt 
Holineſs , Gal. g: ver. 29. Where no private quarrel , or 
perſonal intereſt giveth riſe thereto : Yea thus how no 
enmity 1s more deep and fixed againſt the Goſpel, than 
that which followes a poliſhed and refined nature, 3. - 


s— 


— by « - IN Abd 1 - 28x 6 - 
: "es | 


A clear View of corrupt Nature. i5 
1s not only the Saints, who have each an unregenerat 
p:rt within, but a natural conſcience is enforced to wit- 
neſs how fin is attended with ſhame x and a making them« 
ſelves vile thereby, yea ſuch, as none can put on their 
cloaths in the morning, but may have an account of the 


. fallen ſtate of man. 4. From whence are. theſe warres & 


fightings without, and theſe impetuous boilings of en- 
vy , wrath and revenge within> Are they not from the 
lufls of the fleſh , Fam. 4: ver. 16, Yeaſuch ezger graſpings 
after that baite of carnal pleaſure , even whilſt they know 
the imbittering fting which inſeparably followes there- 
on? $5. Andwhat do theſe ſtrange conflicts » and con- 
trary tides, with which men are ſo oft hurried and rentin 
pteces,as with wilde horſes ,betwixt their judgment and 


will, which once were in a ſweet league , ſuch as even 


heathens were conforced to ſee aiia confeſs, tharif the 
mind of flagitious men were laid open-- it ſhould be ſeen 
how _ are cruciated and puniſhed by their own fins, 
and as the body is rent and torne by torture » ſo is the 
mind, by cruelty, envy, luſts, and pailion» with theſe 1n- 
ordinate deſires and perturbations within? Oh! what 
do thoſe meane, if you will but come near to confider 
this ſo ſad and amazing a fight: Are they nota viſible 
tranſcript of black nature, whereinto man 1s fallen? 
6, A as what .a horride thing muft that be , that ſhould 
be _ of ſuch contempt of the Holineſs of God, and 
ſo inſenſible of its own vileneſs and pollution» yea ſuch 
as renders men under the greateſt advantage ofallaccom- 
plithments of gifts whether moral or-natural 3 yeathe 
greateſt of men, whoare ſtrangers to a renewed ſtate, 
to be the vileſt 8 baſeſt part of the creation? And O what 
a dreadful fight will ſuch once be to the Saints and An- 
gels , when the finfulneſs of fin-» and the ſhame of their 


- nakedneſs ſhall be then ſhewed forth» 


Qu. lI. Though T ar inforced to aſſent to ſuch clear. 
E&undeniabh evidences of that deplorabli ſtate men are 
| EE Eng 
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16 The Neceffity of Holineſs. 
in by naturezwbilft though it cannot be hid yet how little 


& it conſidered, or laid to heart? Butoh' # there ſo 


#ndiſpenſible & neceſſity of Holineſs and 10 know the 
inward power thereof on : he ſoul andof a new life 
begot iu us by regeneration, as none can be poſſibly 
Saved , and ſecured from everlaſting wrath without 
aha whilit there z ſuch abounding light in theſe times, 


yea avifible adherence , and aſſent tothe Doftrine of 


Chri#t by many who may be ftrangerst0ihu? 

" _ &Answ- 1 hfſhall but offer ſome grounds to clear the 
abſolute and peremptor neceſſity of rhis you ſeeme to 
queſtion, and .then leave you tojudge thereanent, when 
you have once brought them near your thoughts . 
7. Though our right and claimeto an eternal glory muſt 
alone be by the righreouſneſe of Chriſt, and 15 nor 


founded on Holineſs , yer 1t1s as true , we have none 


without it , for without this hath the God of truth by 1s 
Wordand faithfulneſs enſured, that xore ſhall ſee his face, 
Hebr, x2: ver. 14+ nor without the new birth, that it # poſſible 
oenter into the Kingdome of Heaven » Foh. 3: ver. J« 2+ It 
is ſure, without this , mens hope of the glory which 1s 
to come can leane upon no other ground , bur that the 
Holy God muſt ceaſe to be faithful and true, and re- 
Tcind hiseverlaſting decrees and purpoſe , for comply- 
ing with their ſins, Eph, 1: ver. q. Who hath choſen us in 
Chriſt before the foundation of the World, that we _ be 
boly and unblameeable before him in love. 3. If there can be 
no reconciling of Heayen and Hell,then without this can 
none enter into that bleſſed tate.where is the perfet en- 
joyment of God fince there isan amazing :mconſiſtence 
with the nature of the things themſelves , how ſuch 
eould poſſibly dwell there, who were never made meet to 
be partakers of thas inheritance of the Saints in light by a new 
mature Colofſ. I: ver. 12. 4. And what a range con- 
wagiction to reaſon js this, Far to rhypk they are approach- 
; : o 
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Motives to the Study of Holineſs, 3 
HT roglory, if itbe not inthe way tograce, orthatſuch 
can love that in another World, which theynow ſo viſibly 


- hate, or canthus own any true deſire or hope of that 


bleſſed ſtate , who have ſuch a natural and imbred avers - 
fion ro the begun enjoying of it here, in the life and 
work of Sanctification. 5. It is ſure that our eternal} 
life in glory muſt be begun in that new life , which is 
by grace formed here in the ſoul; nor can ſuch ever poſ- 
fibly expect to enter that Kingdome which is above , 
where the Kingdome of God in ſome meaſlire is not 
known within here, which confifts in righteouſneſs, peace, and 
joy in the Holy Ghoſt ,' Rom. 14: ver. 19. Though it is 
ſure alſo, that grace, and gracealone muſt ſum and cloſe 
all our accounts , yea that the whole of practical Godli- 
neſs muſt reſolve there, I live, yer norI,but Chriſt livech inme, 
and the life T noto livein the fleſh] "_— the faith of the Son of 
God , wha loved mt » and gave himſelf for me , Galat. 2:' 
Ter. 20, | | | Ts 
' Qu. IV. T confeſs it ts not eaſy, except men 
zurne reſolutely Atheiſts , to debate this Truth, but 
6h hat should it meane , that ſo few can be ſeen in 
earne#1 in ſuch a throng of profeſied Chriſtians , with 
that excellent ſtudy of Holineſs , who yet come the 


furtheft length in an aſſent thereto , and what might 


not belp for the end? a 
_Answ. Ir is irreſiſtible grace which alone can 
make thiseffeCtual. But I ſhall offer ſome few enforcing 
motives for {o great and neceſlar a ſtudy , with this one 
deſire, that you might but in carneſt think thereon, when 
alone. I. Thatitis more excellent and deſirable to ex- 
erciſe grace, than to enjoy comfort , when the more 
ſharp and ſearching conflicts this meets with for trial, the 
more fruit and gain is going to the fore here and for eyer; 
Yea are not the moſt remarkeable afſaults and trials of a 
Chriſtians life ſame of his greateſt opportunities for 
GL ira os De age wa ; ſowing 
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ſowing to the Spirit , Ga'. 6: ver 8. and being faithful to 
their meaſure and talent, Matth. 25: ver. 15- Yeaſuch, 
wherein our blefſed Head, in the truth of his grace in 


them , and marvellous power thereof, hath ſo conſpi- | 


cuous atriumph in cach of his people , which ſhould be 
accounted a gain to ſuch, beyond the ſaddeſt loſs they 
can ſuſtaine otherwiſe. 2. That not the leaſt act , or 
exerciſe of Holineſs, and whatſoever hath 'been done 
for the Lord can be loſt, but ſhall be had in remem- 
brance, and abide .for ever , in its eternal rewatd ; 
yea nothing of the Chriſtians work in doing, or en 
during , their ſecret wreſtlings againſt fin , the re- 
ſiſting of temptations , mortification , and patience for 
the name of Chriſt , when moſt hid from the eyes of 
men» ſhall be forgot by him who ſees in ſecrer , to 
meet them'once and for eyer, with their Maſters ac- 
Ceptance » well done, 8&c. Matth. 25: ver. 21. in the ful- 


neſs of joy , and their being rewarded before the Angels 


and all the Redeemed. O who would not run , though 
all the way ſhould be through thickets of briars and 
thorns, who have ſucha joy and hope ſet before them > 


And that here is no doubtful or conjectural thing , go to | 


the Scripture and ſee what 1s. ſo expreſly ſhewed , 
2 Cor. 4: ver. 17. For our light affiiion which # but for a 
moment ( whereby the Chriſtians Sanctification 1s both 
tried and exerciſed) worketh for #s a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory, 1 Pet. 1: 7. That the trial of 
your faith being much more precious » than the Gold that pe- 
' risheth, though it be tried with fire » might be found unto 
praiſe, and plory , and-honour , at the appearance of Feſus 
Chriſt: and Rev 14: ver.13. «And I heard a voice from 
Heaven» ſaying unto me , Bleſſed are the dead , who die in 
the Lord , from hence forth: Yea ſaith the Spirit , for they 
reſt from their labour , and their works do follow them; They 
co not before , ſince it's the blood of Chriſt which on- 
ly can do this, and make ſure the Chriſtians entry into 
that bleſſed Land ; Bur they ſball aſſuredly follow , oye 
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abide for ever before the Lord: 3. Andis not Sanfifr* 
cation the higheſt excellency that humane nature 1s: 


capable of,& no leſs marvellous than our redemption by 
Chriſt from eternal wrath, in having the ſoul thus ſubdu- 


ed by grace, & to be made partakers of the Divine Nature? | 


O how great and aſtoniſhing a thing is 1t,that the ſeed-& 
principles of Holineſs in theChriſtian foul ſhould be pre- 
{ſerved amidſt ſuch continual aſſaults of corruption with- 


' In, & theſe temptations thatare without,as a ſpark of fire 


in the midſt of waters, which impetuouſly run to 
quench the ſame; yea that ſuch a party, as the Deyil , 
the world and the flesh , by which-the moſt of niank ;nd 
15 ſo viſibly enſlaved, and kept in chaines, yetthus m ade 
to fall in their greateſt ſtrength , before the truth of 
Holineſs, in S meaneſt of the Saints, though no- 
thing here for them #0 boaſt in of themſelves , but inthe power 
of Chrtſt thus reſting upon them, 2 Cor. 12: ver. 9? That day, 
O bleſſed day! is approaching , when this Scripture 
ſhall be} fully underſtood ,. which I have ſome ti mes 
thought on, asa trurk of greateſt weight, 2 Theſſ. 1: 10. 
When he 5 hall come to be glorified in his Saints , and to be ad= 
mired in all them that beleeve: Whichis not only to be ad- 

mired by them, butin them : for what he hath wroughe 
and perfeCted inthem , as well as done for them. 4. Is 

1t not known and tried , that without Holineſs in its live- 

ly exerciſe , all afſayes for inward peace_or tranquillity 


of mind, and that compoſure of the affe tions , which 


is both ſo comforting8&beautifying of aCariſtian, will be 
in vaine?and oh! what does remain, if this be notunder- 
ſtood , what apreſent and ſenſible reliefe is here in Love, 
Humility z Meekneſs, Patience and Hope, to the ſaddeſt 
diſtempers of the mind > Pſal. I n92 ver. 165. 
have they that love thy Law , and nothing (hall offend them . 
That whilſt Satan is at the furtheſt at work to faint and 
cruſh the Chriſtian in his journey homeward : yet can he 
only reach a bruiſing of their heele, who are thus ſecu- 
red by the whole armour of God , froma thruſt at their viral 
rr > _ parts 
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20 Motives tothe Study of Holineſs. 
parts , Fph.6: ver, x4, and therefore it is remarkeable , 
that there is no piece of armour there given for the back; 
but only to ſuch as withſtand and reſiſt, nor to thoſe 
whoflie. 5. Is not the fruits of Holmeſs that peculiar 
Revenue , which Jeſus Chriſt calleth from his followers 
hetes, to adorne the Dorine o fthe Goſpel , and ſhew 
his grace towards them has notbeen in vain > And are 
not theſe ſuch fruits which can only be brought forth in 
the ſeaſon thereoſ, aſeaſon that 1s ſhort , and for all e- 
rernity will not recurre again? 6. It is ſure, nothing 
1s ſo lovely toraviſh the ſoul with the glory and excellen- 
Cy thereof as this , were it ſpirizually diſcerned ; ' to 
ſee and admirethat infinit purity , righteouſneſs, truth 
and love thining inthe great patterne Chriſt himſelf, and 


 whata marvellous luſtre the refle&ion hereofhath, even 


on his followers here on the earth , in ſome begun con- 
formity to his glorious image, whilſt not one glance 
thereofin truth , ( what ever be of a faiſe shew ) is to be 
found inthe whole world beſides. Oh were it believed, 
how much of Heaven might be enjoyed here by a greater 
length in the ſtudy of Holineſs , and what inexpreſlible 
Joy , peace and ſerenity of Spirit doth afſuredly wait 
thereon ; what ſweet facility and delight is thus reached 


in the Chriſtians work, when their motion lyes from the 
inward principles ofa new life, yea that itis ſure,the mean .. - 
eſt this day is by grace called up to'a higher ſtate*, than 


that of the greateft Monachs of the earth, and if there 
were nogreaterintereſt and preferment to be looked after 
than what the world can beſtow on any, we could not 
eaſily. know what were defireable here in being men. 


Qu. V. Since theſe truths are to the furthe5t COM 
wincing and clear, and that it is ſure , this is the great 
buſineſs T bave to follow in the few dayes I am tobe 
21p2n the earth, tobe aſſured of an eternal bleſſedneſs; 
Twould in earneft know ,' what arethe mo# clear and 
undeniable marks from the Scripture , of & being in 

| Chriſt 


Trial of a Chriſtians State. "21 
"Chriſt, andthe certainty of converfian , that T kane 
220t my peace here : on ſome falſe ground, when it is ſ0 
amaZing at what rate many now own themſelves to be . 
Chriſtians ; for if T be deceived thereanent , and go 
with the multitude; Oh then I am deceived indeed , 


. which eternity cannot recover again , through want 


of the ſerious trial of this within time >? 
Answ. It is a great buſineſs youareupon, and 
aſſuredly the higheſt work of a Chriſtians life now to 


| live for God, and to know they ſhall for ever be with 
- himin glory: Oh! how rare are thoſe in this age, who 


are on this trial, and to work out their Salvation in fear 
and trembling : Whilſt ſuch a throng is about rhe things 
of this life, as almolt no time can be found for the one 
neceſſar thing, Tris ſure , to have an evidence of our 
being in the ſtate of grace, is of more worth than all 
the trouble can be'in acquiring it, and if ſuch die ina mi- 
ſtake here,they are then undone forever; But,it is ſtrange, 
what means ſuch halting and uncertainty in this matter, 
whenitis ſoclear, 1. That there. is a certainty attain= 


able of ones ſtate and.being in Chriſt, as can make it eaſy 


to adventure into eternity with that aſſurance , for me to 
dieis gain, Phil.1. 21.and that Pſal.y3: 24. Hewill pnide me by 
his counſel, and afterward receive me to glory: WhichTam 
ſure , were it more underſtood, the greateſt ttial of 2 
Chriſtian then ſhould be more how to bear his joy than 
his griefs,even under the ſoreſt preſſure of affliction; yea 


| the greateſt acts of patience and ſelf denial would beto 


be willing and ſubmiſlive to ſtay fot ſome time here. 2.It 
15 ſure, the Scripture leaves none to a doubtful oruncer- 
tain enquiry anent this; bur hath ſo clear and diſtin& 
aſound, as none needs ſay, Who shall go up to Heaven, 


| that we may know , whether we ſhall dwell there for e- 


ver, for the Word is near; Rom. 10: ver. $. Deut. 30. 
Vere 12. and theſe things tre written that our joy may be full , 
He " - x2 I: IFoh, 4: 
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x Fob. 1% wer. 4. and that theſe who believe, may know they 
have eternal life , 1 Fob.5: ver. 13- 3. Though the work 
of trial anent a Chriſtians ſtare be of greateſt weighr, yer 
Iyesit nor in any long circuit, or many words, burit is 
ſuch as from ſome few clear, plaine ard infallible markes, 
which are founded upon cleareſt evidence from the 
Scripture , may be with the furtheſt certainty derermined. 
4. Ir isro rhe touch ſtone , but not to the ballance a Chri- 
ftian muſt here come for trial , that ir be true inthe kind , 
even whilſt the degree and meaſure may be very ſmall to 
their eyes. 5. Bur ir is needful to know that the loweſt 
depree of grace is above flesh and blood, foas none can 
come to Jeſus Chriſt , without a drawing power from 
himſelf, and ſuch apull at the heart , as muſt bring the 
gripwithir. Butro come a little more near to your pro- 
poſal. Doyou in truth queſtion , if you have ever yer paſt 
the new birth , and be in the ſtare of grace, and where 
you ſhall dwellfor ever > You may then bring it toa ſpee- 
dy cloſe upon theſe clear and undeniable grounds. 
I. That the Scriptures bring down before our eyes that 
Sreateſt depth of eleftion, ſo as It can be no more 
Jure ſuch $hall be ſaved, who are predeſtinar to life , 
were it poſjible ro ſee their names write in that ſecret 
roll of theeternal counſel of God, than it isſure ſuch are 
elected, and shall undoubredly bz ſaved, who have come to 
Teſus Chriſt in the acceptation of his offer in the Goſpel ; 
for thus muſt we firſt make our effeFual calling ſure, and 
then we aſſuredly know our elefion. 2 Pet. 1: 10. 2.There 
can be no debare here, thar where converfionis, the work 
of the Spirit muſt be then known in convincing men of fin. 


Joh. 16:9. fince the great healer can be no Phyſician tothe 


whole, bur to the ſick. Matth. 9: 12. ſuch, who have been in 
ſome meaſure Pricked to the heart with ſuch a fight of a na- 
cural ſtare, the ſinfulneſs offin , the Spiritual exrent of the 
law in ſome ſuch meaſure and degree, asis needful ro make 
roome for Jeſus Chriſt, who had never a weight on them 
before ; taat asthe needle in the compaſs1s1n a continued 
agitation, and cannot fixe uaril ir bear the right point and 


ſettle 


Va 
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ſettle there , then, O then isthere no poflible quiet, until 
they have founda reſt inFeſus Chriſt Matth. 11 29. 3. If any 
be in Chriſs , h: is a new Creature 2 Core 5; 17. which ts the 
new man that all muft put on , who were ever ſavingly 
called , and thus know whar it is to have that witneſs with- 
in of rhe ſanctifying work of the Spirit , which-is alwayes 
a ſure , though not alwayes alike clear evidence of a new 
ſtare and being in Chriſt Rom. $: 1. Yea itis ſure,the new birth 
muſt be once paſt here.F0h.3: 3. elſe youare loſt for ererniry, 
and now judge whar comforting evidence you have gor of 
this, if you were rolook death atthis preſent hour inthe 
face. :4. Is any thing more plain and expreſs, than this 
is from the Scripture » that to ſuch as are ſaved , the trurh 
of rhe Goſpel , and of a: crucified Chriſe is the power and the 
wiſdome of God ? 1 Cor. 1:24. and have you this witneſs ro 
bear from undoubred experience , rhat you have gor ſuch 
afighr of the drawing power and beauty of Jeſus Chriſt in 
the offer ot the Goſpel, thar paſſerh natural underftanding 
as hath determined your conſent ro the furtheſt to embrace 
ſo invaluable a bargain, though ir should be art the rateto 


fell all to make ſuch a purchaſs. Ma:th. 13: 46? 5. Ir is 


expreſs and clear from the Scripture, that with a conyert=- 


ed ſtate therealſo s known a Spiritual light and diſcerning of 


the things that are freely given us of God 1 Cor. 2: 12, whichthey 
never knew before; yea, that rhere 1s no midle ſtare be- 
rwixttheſerwo , of being tranſlated out of the darkneſs of na- 
ture into that marvellous light of the Goſpel , which then 
Shineth in upon the ſoul, when once that bleſſed day of 
converſion hath begun ro dawn, 1 Pet. 2:9, And now can 
you upon ſureſt rriall put to your ſeale that God is true here= 
in? 6, Hath the Scripture leſt rhis either doubrful or 
dark in theleaft , thar fo ſuch as believe, Feſus Chrift is precious? 
I Pet. 2: verf. 7. he hath got their love, hath gained their 
heart and conſert tro be |; ferth no more their own, but 
Chrifs. 1-Cor. 6: 19. and heretorake up their reſt never to 
parr.,, which muſt not want ſome trial, it theworld., or 
if tribulation or diſtreſs will part them with his ove. Now 
bring this near your thoughts waat you know of ſuch a 

B ___ marx, 
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mark. 7. Is jt not clear, that with a converted ftate che 
war is begun that will' never ceaſe here, betwixt the flech 
and the Spirit Gal. 5: 17. and as the regenerat part is at an 
advantage, the more vigorous is its oppoſition then againſt 
the flesh ; yea agaioft ſuch ſecrer and Spiritual evilsthar may 
ly moſt near , from their natural remper and conſtitution, 
as their righteye , or right hand. Marth. 5: 29 8-is it not 
with a renewed ftate by grace this alſo muſt be known 
what. the Spiritual way of ſervice ro God in the deauries 
of Worsbip is , inthe newneſs of the Spirit , and not in: the old- 
neſs of the Letter. Rom, 7: 6. veato know in ſome meaſure 
the Spirit of Prayer, which ſo ſenſibly helpech the infirms- 
ties of the Saintr. Rom. $: 26. and what have youthus found 
ro anſwer ſo plain an eyidenceand mark as this, of your 
Nate and being in Chriſt? 9g. Is there any thing dark or 
difficult here , thar if you be riſen with Chrift , this will na» 
tively reſult from the ſame to ſeek the things that are above ? 
Co'. 3: 7. that where your treaſure is , you will know then in 
ſome meaſure to have your beart and defire following , 
Matth« 6: 21. And ſome comforting conyerſe with the 
thoughts of that glory which istocome, yea a rejoicing in 
_ the hope thereof when you $hall breath in thar ſweeter air 
of the higher Paradiſe , where love, joy , and oneneſs of 
hearr with your bleſſed head, and the whole triumphant 
Church there shall then never admitthe ſmalleſt interrupri- 


on for all eternity. Now are not theſe few marks on ſuch ' 


clear and vndeniable Scripture grounds, as it is ſtravge whar 
Should make thisa dark buſineſs ro any , who would not 
make ir their choice rohold faft deceit, orgoe down with 
aliein their right hand tothe grave;, tbough the comfort- 
1ng and clear evidence, thereof be not the fame ar all rimes, 
r.Orin the ſame meaſure ard degree aliketo all. onal 

Qu. Vi. Since there is no queſtioning the Truth 
& evidence of ſuch markes, where the Scriptures are ſo 
clear , I would deſire to know alſo, what length 
{hat which ſome may come in atemporary work, and a 


Fhelength a temporarie worke may. come. 25 
being an almoſtChriſtian, which is not ſaving;ſince this 
x my greate#} imtereft within time , and knows not 
bow ſoon the night cometh? ; | 
A. You have thar ſureand annring record of the Scrip- 
ture rogoe to, where you may Clearly ſee. ' 1, Whara 
length thereis in a forme of knowledge Rom. 2: v. 20. anda 
forme of Godlineſs without power, 2. Tim3: v.5:; Yea thar 
this may be in a high meaſure 3 and was not Fudas one 
ofthe rwelve 2 2. Itis there you may ſee, they have be- 
gun in the Spirit who have ended in the flech. Gal. 3: 3. 
and whar length ſuch came who received the ſeed of the 
word, and had ſome diſcerneable growth a Little » yea 
forth with ſprung up. Matth. 13: verſ. 5, 6. Part of which 
was chocked with theſe thornes of the cares of the world , 
and others did quickly wither and goe. back, , when perſecution 
aroſe , having no ſelide r.ot. AScripture which Should 
be muck thought. oa, and deeply laid to heart by all who 
would nor be deceived abour a heaven and bleflſedneſs 
for ever. 3. You may ſee there likewiſe what lengrh the - 
foolich Virgins came. . Matth. 25: 8, 9. Who wanted nora 
lamp and Viſible Profefſion before others , as might gain 
aname and teftimony in their day , & yer$hur out tor ever. 
4. TheScriprure will ler you ſee allowhateminent gifts,even 
Spiritual may be reached by a common work of the Spi- 
rit, where converfion was never known, Lord have we nceProe 
Pheſied in thy name Mat. 2.2: 7. Yea that extraordinary inſpi- 
ration is no infalible'evidence of Sanctification. As inthar 
ſtrange inſtance of Balaam. 5. Thar ſome may cry unto Ged, 
and make mention of his name, but n«t intruth, you may read 
Eſai. 48; 1. 6. That theres aglorying in appearance,and mt m 
beart,you may ſee. 2 Cor.5: 12. Nor 1s it ſtrange to ſee this at 
ſuch a heighr,as with Feharo invitethe world to ſee their zeal” 
forthe Lord,& ro enquire at others,i\ their beart beright,whullt 
his own was moſt falſe, & unſtraight. The world ts no.{trane 
ger tothis what lengrh of a'Profeflion hath been to mask a 
private intereſt with ſuch ashew and appearance: Bur ler us 
confider theſe alſo. 1, That nothing is here either to wound 
hin | | 5 - + or 
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26 Thelengtha temporarie worke may come. 
or affright the leaſt of rhe Saints, who are incarneſt how 
ro be ſaved , fince Truth 1n the inward parts is that great 
thing which the Holy God regards and rakes pleaſure in 
and a few graines of this weigh down many talents of out- 
ward performances Letthe Righteous ſtill hold onin his way, 
and he that hath clean hands wax ſtronger and ſtronger. lob. 17: 


9. 2. Irisa length that none can come whole heart is not 


in ſome meaſure fincere before the Lord , ro have their ſal- 
vation through Chriſt ly ſo near, as to be under ſome fears 
and tremblings left they be deceived therein , ſo as they 
dare make a humble reference to the God of truth... ſearch 
me and try, where'n there may be any deceit or falshood , and lead 
me ina right way. Pſ.13 9:23 24.For when thus their heart con- 
denme them not they may have confidence then before God. 11oh. 3: 
21, 3. What ever hariibeen the furtheſt length of mens 
deceiving the world and themſelves at' once anenr their 
Religion , yer can it not purrhe leaſt blot on the ſpotleſs 
way of the Lord, and — doth the Scripture more 
dreadfully threaten , than any ſuch falſe shew; yea, itis 
there you may {ce this in it's true Colours and how 


horride iris. Andthe moreirdoth approach ro Religion 


( which is ſc pure and undefiled )the more hateful and loath- 
ſome it is , ſo as even ſuch as comply therewith in them- 
ſelves , yetare enforced to loath it in others. 


Qu. VII. ThoughI am conſtrained to aſſent & 
ſubjeft tothe Truth inwhat you have poke, ſince there 
is no flieing before it, yet may it not be ſafe to admit 
ſome delay alittle , whilir men are in health, and 
ſtrength of their yea's, yea have ſo much oft to throng 
them from their neceſſar concernes in the world , and 
lay this over until age and ſickneſs may gioe more 

reedome , for being m ſuch earneFt about ſalvation, 
whil tit zs not a laying the ſame aſide, without ſonie ſets 


ted reſolutionto follow it in a fit time? 


A. Do burrake ſo much rime row as to reaſon thus with 
your ſelf, and il.enjudge, whether it can be ſafely — , 
which. 
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which, 1+ Is the one neceſſar thing 5 and is nor an eternity 
of ſuch weight , that if there were many ages enſurag to 
us, much more a few.dayes, which arewholly uncertain» 
here were enough to keep us in ſome continued throng. Ir 
1s ſure , either heaven and aglory there for ever , andthe 
truth ofa hell andevyerlafting torment mult be to ſuch bura 
_ dreame,and a conjectural thing, elſe there could be no pof- 
| ſible quiet withour a knowing where they mult dwell for 
ever. 2. Can this be deferred whilſt we ſee time makes 
ſuch ſwift diſparclr, and that ir is ſure > while we nowlive 
and breath , we are a dying and hath ir in ſome degrees be= 
gun > and advanced eyery hour of our life? and Oh! 
Should dying men keep ara diftance fromthe thoughts of 
death , whoſooft may hearir ſound ; and rhe bell ringing 
i for others? 3. Can this admit adel/ay to ſuch, were it bur for 
ſome few dayes or hours, who cannot poſlibly be ſecured,x 
when they ly down at night, but their breath maybe ſtoppe4 
by a ſudden ſurpriſe of death ere they awake ; yea thus 
ſleepsat an adventure of being ere the next day inan irre- 
coverably loſtſtate? 4. Can there be a delay hereby ſuch, 
who knowes not only the nightis coming , when none can 
work , bur are ſo uncertain, if the firſt rouch of ſickneſs 
and approach of death be notalethargy, whereinthey can _ 
neither know , nor reftect ontheir owncaſe, which I have 
- known remarkably to have befallen ſome, who uſedro 
make ſuch an account , they would take Religion to heart, 
when once they were dying? 5, Is it not needful ſuch 
have the work of their day pur by in the ſeaſon thereof, 
without adaring to lay it over; whento be fick and die is 
{o great and ſolemge a work by it ſelf? 6. Wasit notthen 
| too late forthefoolish Virgins, to ariſe and beftirre them- 
ſelves, when they had loſt their ſeaſon ofthe Goſpel, or to. 
make ready upon a midnight cry , when they had fleprrhe 
time of their work and duty , and isnot this put upon re- 
cord by the Holy Ghoſt, for all after ages ; that they maybe 
readie withtheir loines girded , and their lamps burning » who 
know thar death certainly is before them, and knowes 


nor but thatirt come as athief inthe night? 7. Could ney 
ayC 
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have an hours quiet, if their eyes were once opened to 
ſee that horrible pit they ly into of a Natural State, and 


' what they arc eftranged from,of that bleſſed ſtare ofa Chri- | 


ftian?BurOh!How hte is this eitherunderſtood orbeleeved? 


Qu. VIII. 1 confeſs I muſt either ſhut my eyes , or | 


admit the certainty of theſe things; to preſs apreſent ſeriouſ- 


neſs in waking ſure work for beaven: But what you touched |, 


Laft of mens not underſtanding the ſtate they are in,puts me to 4 
new enquiryif ihis can be meant of ſuch as live under the light 
of the Goſpel , yea converſe with the [ame truths that others 
do, for what can the moſt diſcerning Chriſtianſee further in 
Scripture Truths, than ſuch as exerce their reaſon andjudge- 
ment about them as well as they : and what are theſe 
things that they have got a ſight of, which thoſe who 
are inthe State of Nature, are wholly ſtrangers umo? 
Amns. You knew thar itisno words can tell, what a 


| thing day light !sto them thar never knew it, which can 


only be known by its own evidence; nor1sit poſſiblero give 
an account in another way of a ſpiritnal diſcerning the 
things of God, which not in degree but kind is as far above 
the light of nature and reaſon, as that of the f 
Candle. -. O what another thing is a ſpiritual acquaintance 
with the things themſelves held forthin the Scripture, 
than any notions or knowledge of the Doctrine thereof, 
which may enable to talkor diſpute , whilſt the power and 
efficacy thereof was never known on the ſoul ;. yeanor the 
writing of the Law upon the heart ; and tolearne the truth 
as it is inFeſws, Epheſ” 4: 21,but for anſwerro your propoſal,l 
Shall rell you in a few words whar ſuch are admitted ro ſee, 
yeaareper{waded of the undoubred certainty thereof, whilſt 
Othersneither know nor ſee what they ſee, but are wholly 
ſtrangers thereto. 1- The excellency and lovelineſs of 
their beloved Maſter, ſo asto them there is but one Chriſt 
in Heavenand inearth', whoſe rocme none can fill but 
himſelf, yea can giye that anſwer ro fuch as enquire , - 7 
ttm 
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[| altogether lovely ; thatis their beloved , with whom none , 
9 || none may offer tocome'in competirion.Cane. 5:16. 2,They 
d | ſee and know a4 recimcred Gd in Chrift with thar aflured 
- || evidence, as ſome times no cloud is betwixrHeayen and = 
? || their ſoul, withthatſenſible intimarion of Pardon and ac= 
YT | ceprance, aSthey arear the furtheſt ſure, they ſee, feele 

= \| andenjoy , what is not poſſible toexpreſs to others. 3. Ie 

d || is not that marvellous light only breaksthenin, at their firſt --" 
4 

1 


| entry into a ſpiritual ſtare , bur there isa fighr ſometimes 2 
Chriftian hath of Scriprure Trurhs, and breaking up of 
| ſome further *diſcovery there to their ſoul , that if they 
's |{ would give all the warld , they cannot have at other 
1 || rimes.4.Such know affuredly the truth of a new narare., which 
E i 15ſo wonderful , and wholly a ſupernatural thing, where= 
- || with natural reaſon can have no acquaintance, nor is it 
1 ſtrange how much orhers are in thedarkto this, who know 
* | ſolittle of their own ſoul whar it means, except by the 
| power and operations thereof. 5. Doyou askwhat ſuch 
Loo or diſcerne inthe things of God to which moſt are 
ſtrangers? they ſee the Glory and beauty of bolineſi, the truth 
of Spiritual things, which is the hidden things of God ina myſtery. 
x Cor.2: 7. yea thus are taken into ſee theſe great things,nor 
in anotion rhereof, bur in their Spiritual Nature , asrh 
are ſealed with power and efficacy on their ſoul? 6. Iris. 
given to ſuch to know alſo, (which the Spirit only can re= 
veale & reach,) whar a ſweer accord there isin theſe Depths 
of providence berwixt the Chriſtians croſs and their com=- \ 
fort , their being caft down, yet not defiroyed , to be ſorrow2 
ful , yet alwayes rejoicing , yea im having nothing , yet topoſ= 
feſs atl things. and are nor theſe ſuch rhings that could ne- 
ver poſiibly have entred into mens thoughts , ifthey were 
not made known from a higher airth ? Ic is rrue , the fur 
theſt that any of the Saints know here 1s but in part, yea 
many adark and ſad overclouding are ſuch oft under. O if 
the moſtdiſcerning of narural men could know what ſuch 
are with thar certainty perſwaded of , as they are of theit 
own being, * © | 
Qu. 
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30 Spiritual things are greateſc Realities: 
ſmcel have ſuch cauſe 10 know , what influence an 


our external ſenſes: could The as fully perſwaded 
of the certainty of theſe ſupernatural truths, and en- 
qoyments of a ſpiritual life, to be ſure and undoubted 
realities, aswhat touch and feele ; Tthinkthen I had 

ot the world much under my feet . yea in another man». 


zer should look on the ſtrange madneſs and diſtrattion of 
2n0#t this day . whoſe continued work is how to, graſp 


what is the Chriſtians, choice. , 1 preſs this the more, 
fimce it is ſure , onecannot be throughly perſwaged of 
the truth of ſpiritual things as greate# realities, and 
that there is a ſtate and life of Grace here,but they muſt be 
zo tbe furtheſt ſure of that Life of Glory, which 5 to come. 


Ans. Iris firange, how ſuchas look bur at a diſtance, 
are not dazeled more with amazement at the report of 
theſe great rhings of Religion , and what Chriftians have in 
hope' before them ;. bur not to loſe time , ler mebe- 
ſeech your bringing; theſe near 'your thoughts, when you 


words, which can fuily quiet the ul ofa Chriſtian anent 
this. 2. You may bur judge what a ſad part that of the 
Saints were , if inthis life their hope were only , or whar 


oriefs are in earneſt z 1f the Truth and Comforts of a ſpiri- 
tual life should be a doubrful thing rothem. - 3, Whatgain 
or intereſt could any ſach pofiibly have to defigne a falſe 
Witneſs ard Teſtimony, yea, with ſuch affured confidence, 
from experience, if they were rot at the furtheſt certainty 
thereof; yea thus to converſe ſo much in rhe Duties of 
Godlineſs, where you ſee they cannot be but aroile ro the 
fiech, if the peace of God, and Joy and Comforts - che 

© WA 1 euch pirit 


\ Qu. 1X,. Theſe are great things you ſpeake of, but ' 


power the things of this earth have, which lyes ſo near 


after a thadow ;, whil#t they have no heart or deſire for 


are alone. I Thar it is an Argument of Power , - not of 


could poſſibly be comforting to moſt in ſuch aday, whoſe 
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| Samſure,torthe truth thereofe$-Whar frequent ranlpanes 
: - Be 


Spiritual things are grefteſt Realities. Jt 
Spirit were bur a naked Shew? For this were to render 
themſelyes both deſperatly wicked and miſerable at once, 
without any profit. Or what think you would make the af=- 
feCtionar parents preſs ſo much ſerioaſheſsin foilowing the 
Lord on their Children, and thus putthem on ſo ſad a bar- 
youu whom they ſo dearly Love , if they knew it not to 

etheirtrue intereſt here and for ever? 4. You know the 
Doctrine of the 'Goſpel is a Doctrine of Holineſs, whi- 
ther the whole of that bleſſed contrivance doth moſt native= 
ly reſolve. And'is not the truth hereof write forth in ſuch 
viſible realities before your eyes, asit may be no leſs ma- 
nifeſt inits Examples than Precepts > .I hope there is no debat- 
ing here. 5. Itis ſure , the diſcoveries of the word do 
not direct men to things a far off, but to ſuch as brings the 
great thingsof the Goſpel near, even into their heart , fo 
as tO handle and feele by experience the truth thereof ; and 

ou know the conſolation ofthe Spirit 1s not by words, but 

y things, giving into the ſoul a ſpiritual and ſenſible ex- 
perience of the reality thereof, and of the Love of Teſin 
Chri# let forth ro them. 6. And are not theſe marvellous 
eftects and operations of the Spirit of God, in ſubduing 
the ſoul by grace, ſo asto embrace an afflicted lot and tri- 
bularion for the Goſpel , ro take joyfully the ſporling of their 


goods , yeatodiptheir hands in the blood ofa beloved fin , 


and find delight rhusin doing violenceto the flesh, ſuch as 
may shew that ir is ſure,Chriſtians muſt know &enjoy,whar 
they and moſt of the world are ſtrangers to? And isit nor 


 abovenarure, or the furtheſt ofhumane reach te learne ro 


be meek, bumble, lowly, Patient inſuffering » and ſelf denympg? 
7.9uch have loſt aſpiritualraſte,or never had ir-who knowes 
nothing of that incomparable ſweetneſs, which is in ſe- 
cret converſe with God; that thus there is not a claime only 
to that glorious ſtate which is above, bur the fir fruzts and 


_ cameft fo real, as will change the very countenance after 


ſome ſpecial rimes of neer fellowship with Jeſus Chrift,ſo as 
In the greareſt compoſure, they can ſay, ſurely feele,I enjoy, 


\ 
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Joy and delight have been in Chriftians exrremeſt ſuffer< 


ings for the rrurh ; yea ſome times after a dark and diſmal 
cloud over theirſoul? And why do notmen enquire what 


Should 'his meane , or how ſuch a thing were poflible , if 


they had nor gora fight , that could look them out of pain 
and trouble? Let me but further. add, how ſtranye , 


(but: vet I hope no rare or unuſual fighr) is thar -of 


rhe outward man decaying or mouldering down to the 
grave, when the inward man is more diſcerneably ſtrong 
and vigorous , than in times of greareſt health} 

Qu. 'X: Imakenot this queſtion here , te debate 
but to be further confirmed in the certainty of the truth ; 
which is the greateF} joy men can have on the earth, but I 
muſt confeſs , the greatneſs of theſe things is ſuch , as may 
put the moſt Eſtablichedio a fland ; yea is tt 4 ſmall buſineſs 
7o be under ſuch a call to embrace and accept of leſus Chriſt 
inthe offer of the Goſpel , andin him of a crown of Glory 
that fadeth not away, and is there not cauſe of fear for ſuch as 
Tam, tio adventure here, which is ſolhigh , and far aboye 
what I can poſſibly think of? 


A- This maſtbe matter ofaftonichmenrand wondering 


for all eternity , andit were well, if ſuch an exerciſe were 


more begunhere, roenquireand wonder at what we know 
of rhe great truths of the Goſpel; bur-ir is fure , it werethe. 
higheſt of pride, nor humility to hold back where the Ho- 
ly God calls; or for a perishing man not to throw out his 
armesand (wime ro 4 rock, when itis before hiseyes, and 
Is notthe Goſpel ſuch a contrivancc , as the whole of rhe 
Saints fince the beginning could not poſſibly have a wish 
beyond the ſame , to shew forth that marvellous condeſ- 
cendence , freedome and plainneſs wiich is there , yea 
where none can be afrighted away who with defire did ever 
follow to this bleſſed airth, Bur fince this is of ſuch con- 
cerne, nor for a Chriſtians Peace and Perſonal Encouragee 
ment only , butro bear witnels to the blefied way o __ 
| | ord; 


i 
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Lord , and ſhew how deſperat an Oppoſition theirs muſt 
be, whole hearts are nor melted and gained by ſuch inex- 
preſſible renderneſs and condeſcendence of the Goſpel ; ler 
me ſpeak theſe few words. 1. You know that ſuch this 
IS >. as NONC can come wrong , 'if they come but in truth 
upon ſuch an errand, as the felt need of Jeſus Chriſt: 
and therefore is the Scripture ſo expreſs here. Foh. 6: 37. 
and whoſoever cometh tome , I willinnowiſe caſt out, ſais he 
who is faithful and true, yea ſuch, asthe whole of the Scnip- 
ture doth remarkeably ſhew, See Rev. 22: 17. and who= 

ceter will , let him came and take of the waters of Life. © 
2. Suchis his, way, on whom the alone weight of his peo- 
ples intereſt and ſalvation leanes , as he both formes the 
deſire of the ſouls of his people , and ſatisfies the ſame 3 
Nor can there. be in truth a hungring and defireafter him , 
but their Enjoyment is thus begun. Matth. 5:. verſe 6. 
'3+- What can be more condeſcending , than his way 
15 fo the loweſt , whoſe ſoul doth bur in a ſerious Took 
follow, when it is.1n truth, when there 1s almoſt no more 
can be reached. Eſai. 45: 22. if thus the heart be bur laid 
open to ſeek a relict in him, yea to lookas « fir off to. 
that, even to which they fear to approach. 4. Andis not 
ſuch his way , thatthe greateſt thing he moſt expreſly. res 
quires in the ſaddeſt caſe of felt and diſcovered guilt, is to 
flee in but for ſhelter to him from that dreadful purſute of 
an awakned conſcience? yea bow marvellous. is this 
that as their face is towards the Gofpel, there is .the moſt 
 ſenfible inler to contrition and brokenneſs of heart, and 
. ſeriousexerciſe of repentance . which as a ſweet and na- 
tive reſult followes thereon? . O ! what is given for the 
furtheſt clearing hereof in the Scripture 2 See Zach- 12: 
To. AR. 5:31. -5. Such 1s his way, as he hath come 
under bond and promiſe by his faithfulneſs to make 
forthcoming to his people , which is only of grace , he. 
hath promiſed togive what he requires , yea to work their 
works m them, as well as for them. Eſai. 26: 12. . 6. Suchis 
his condeſcendence , that his Proples ſecurity _— 
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leane on nothing 1n themſelves, not on their own appre- 
hending but being epprehended. Phil. 3: 12. Yea thatwhenany 
of his people,broken under the ſenſe of guilt have no Ar- 

ment to make uſe of; or confidence to adventure , he 
finds them one in himſelf. Hoſ. 13: 9, O Iſrael , thou haſt de- 
ſrroyed thy ſelf,but in me is thy help. 7.Such is his way, where 


dearly welcome , and brought near in his offer; when 
the proud, were they the greateſt Monarchs in'the earth , 
he * nic a faroff. 8, This ishe , and ſuch is his bleſſed 
way , as the ſeverity of the Law muſt ſerve for that very 
end, to commend Feſus.Chrift and lead into him, and 
the felt weight of ſin bring a begun cure and relief 
therewith in the felt need of a Saviour. Matth, x 1: v. 28. 
9.Such is his bleſſed way,as yet did never break a bruiſed reed 


back, whoſe feare to adyenture made them to ſtand a far 
off, with the poor Publican. Luk, 18: 13. Yea of whom, 
all who ever knew him muſt bear him this witneſs , he 
1s tender and compaſſionat in his ſharpeſt reproofs ; and 
when be wounds foreſt, then is it thar he doth myf 
eaynefily remember with the ſounding of bis bowels towards them, 

| Fer.31: 20. To. Suchis he,& his way towards his Church 
here upon the earth, as he hath given ſome peculiar Lines 
in his Word , of his tender regard toſuch , even beyond 
others , who are moſt deftirur: of outward help Pſal. 146: 
v. 7, 8,9. Pſal. go: laſt. And comes ſo low to take in 
thoſe thatare molt rejected of others, and may have leaſt 
notice or regard atthe time » and therefore, when he 
was himſelf on the earth , he was called a friend of Publie 

, cans and finners, Matth. 11:19. 11. Such is his way, 
whole peace and acceptance hath ſo oft met his people , 
as a bleſſed ſurprifal , when they knew leaſt how to ad- 
yenture » andthen given them 2a moſt unexpected wel. 
come, when they have been under the greateſt fears 
Pal. x8: 4: and ITG: 3,4. £uk. 15: 20, 72, Such is 
his way and marvellous condeſceudence,, where mercy 
| | gets 


there is noexception of perſons, þut the poor made moſt - 


wor quench 4 ſmoking flaxe, Eſai. q2: v. 3. Nor put ſuch 
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pets a preference to ſacrifice, Marth. 9: v. 13. Where the 
widowes mitegives more ina little, than theſe of a great 
eſtate with much , being in fingleneſs of heart thus given 
for the Lord. Luk. 2x: 3. Yea where one half of the Chri- 
ſtians work is ina right and ſerions aime therein, and s 
accepted according to that a man hath , and 10+ according to 
what he hath not. 2 Cor. 8: 12. T ſhall but further add'on 
ſo greara ſubje&, that ſuchis his way towards his peo® 
ple, as he not only calls,but cauſeth their ſoul to approach 
ro him, by an inward touch of his power thereon; yea this 
moſt diſcerneably, when noth1 ng elſe hath been left bur 
ro pray , and roll over their *caie on his bleſſed hand. 


Qu. XI. Theſe are great things you ſpeake 
of, anditis ſure, mui betoſuch as ever knew what « 
wounded ſoul is . under the tender hand of this bleſſed 
beater; but for that you hawe laft mentioned of ſuch a 
call and acceſs for Chriſtians topray;, yeathat aſſured- 
ly the prayers of ſuch on earth goe up to Heaven , 


- and are heard and accepted. there, ſo as atall times, 


and under every weight and preſſure, we may come 
and preſent our requeits to the Glorious God , who lrwes 
and fees. This, ImuZt (ay, ſeemes 10 me one of the mo## 
marvellous things in prattical Religion , yea bath put 
metoaſtand, how men who are ſo much taken , as in 
a tranſport , with ſome ſingular experiment in nature , 
yet have ſuch ordina ry thoughts of this, if they beper- 

ſmaded of its truth. | 
ANS This is marvellous indeed , though the way, 
of moſt ſeeme to bring under debate , if prayer be any 
thing more than ſome empry forme, or a piece of inventt- 
on,rather than ſo great and ſerious a buſineſs; butI hope 
you know, I. That none ever was called to take this on 
eruft, or implicity credit the Teſtimony of others , but 
Ca | C2 there 
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there is 2 ſolemne appeale here to every ones perſonal - 


#rial , for the truthand certainty hereof. 2. Thar it 1s 
with the firſt being of Chriſtians , and when oncea ſpi- 
Titual life is formed in the ſoul, how prayer then is as their 
natural work , like the tendency and breathing of 
the child after the breaſts. 3. And is it not clear that 
ſuch have gota new acquaintance , and muſt know ano- 
ther ſociety than men,to make their retirements ſweet and 
defireable ;z yea that continued haunt and reſort to this 


bleſſed airth, ſhewes the truth of commerce and trading 


with another world, is known ro ſuch with the greateft of 
certainty? 4: Do but judge what could bepoflibly com- 
forting toa Chriſtian, when the lower ſprings of their 
encouragments are ſo viſibly ſhut up , if this ſpring and 

paſſage were not open and tried in their ſureſt experience. 
Fs itcaſy to rejoice, and be comforted , when all things 

without do moſt remarkeably frowne , or to beare cheer- 
fully outin ſucha day , when they may be preſſeq above 
meaſurezif there were not:{\uch an airth the world knowes 

not of?& how it is theChriſtians mid-nighr ſongs under the 

croſs, have been oft ſweeter than in any times of their out- 

ward proſperity; does it not witneſs » that its no naked 

form or ſhew could ever anſwer to this? 5. And when 

you ſee ſuch diſcerneable adyantage ſome of the follow- 

ersof God in their day have beyond others, yea ſome- 

times beyond themſelves, in avigorous and tender Chri- 

ſtian walk ; could this be but further followed : How 

eafy were it to find,that thoſe are they,who are moſt in the 

work and exerciſe of prayer , which hath ſo cloſs an in- 

tercourſe with the vials of Chriſtianity ; nor can ever 

one inſtance be given of ones flouriſhing and being fruit- 

ful in the way of God, and not much under the ground 

in this exerciſe, which is moſt an internal thing , 

where the loudeſt cry to Heaven maketh oft the leaſt 

noiſe. 


Qu, XII. Theſe I confeſs, are clear, but what 
We woula 


a 
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would moft help to make this duty both comforting 
and eaſy, whilS there #s ſuch difficulty to many, how 
70 expreſs themſelves thieway , and others find it @ ſore 
wearineſs tothe flech, yea leſs eaſy to be thus alone, and 
take ſome time for ſecret prayer , than to wail on 
publick duties, or joine with others in ſuch @ 
work? 

Answ. TI hope you know. 1. Thatas ourtye tothe 
publick duties of worſhip is great and indifpenſible , to 
1mprove fellowſhip with others in the exerciſes of 
Godlineſs , yermolt of a Chriſtian and his work , is that 
which ts leaſt ſeen, and lyes hid from the view of others; 
yea the moſt weighty duties of Chriſtianity are the more 


retired and ſecret duties thereof , ſo thata true meaſure 


of aChriſtian , muſt not be from what he is in publick, 
and converſe with oahers , but what he is alone, where 
he lies open to his witneſs, who ſearcheth the heart. 
2. Such can only blame themſelves, and are ſadly eſtran- 
ged from thetruch of Godlineſs, if rhey know nothing 
elſe, buttobe alone in their recirements , who are then 
called ro an immediate fellowſhip with God in Chriſt , 
and to know the truth thereof on trial. 3.-You know 
2 natural motion is eaſy and without conſtraint,and were 
this once underſtood, how prayer isa ſoul-work, andto 
carrred forth from inward principles of a new nature 
then what was a ſoretoile here, becomes their (weeteſt 
delight; for to pray, is not an exprefling to theLord what 
ſhould be ones deftres,bur a preſent breathing of the ſoul 
indefires after him : when thepleaſure of Religion is ſo 
known with the pawer and life: thereof. 4. The more 
weight and burden of the Chriſtians caſe on himſelf, is 
a tried help for more facility and life in the work of pray- 
er. O what ſweet and refreſhing hours have ſome ſad 
and preſling buxdens oft helped Chriſtians to, which they 
ſhould not have known otherwiſe? 5. The more fre- 
quency and continuance cauſeth true delight and free- 
C 3 dome. 
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domein this-exerciſe, as the wearing out and ne2lect of 
this duty will quickly weare {uch out of any delight there, 
yea to make them diſreliſh any other part of Reli- 
g10N- | 

Qu. XIII. But is it not foreto continue inprayer, 
29":en there is no viſible returne; yea. that after moſt ſen- 
ſible and fel: acceſs in this duty , there ſeemes oft a 
thicker darkneſs to follow ? 


Answ. Iris not.trange , though this be atrial in- 
deed; yeaſometimes ina more than ordinary way ſearch- 
ing , which put the faith of ſo great and eſtabliſhed a man 
tothis ſtand , as to cry out Pſ. 69: 3. I am weary with my 
crying , my throat is dry, while I wait for my God, Bur let 
us conſider therewith, 1. That through the whole of 
the Scripture , it1is ſo clear to be the Lords uſual way to 
confirme before he try, yea to follow the greateſt confir 
mations of his peoples faith , with ſome remarkeably 
ſharp erials. 2. The waiting Chriſtian could yer never 
ſay, areturn came too late , but'in the molt fit and o 
portune ſeaſon , even when it bath been longeſt deferred, 
How ſtrange would theſe ſeeme , yet molt ſweetly ac- 
cord. Luk. 18: 7,8. though he bear long , vet will he avenge 
ſpeedily > 3. Is1taſmall thing to be anſwered with flrength 
a your ſoul; and for being helped to wait, until the out- 
gate more fully break up, fiacea divine power may be no 
leſs marvelloully ſeen in the Chriſtians ſupport, than in 
the molt aſtoniſhing delivery > 4. Is not a ſubducd Sp1- 
rit, witha humble refignarion to the Lord under a long 
deferred hope, a higher mercy, when truely conſidered, 
than the thing it ſelf which we moſt follow> And arc 
theſe loſers , where thus more is given , than what 
they either ſought or hoped for. 5. Is not this 
the ſureſt way to make haſte by onwaiting »- and the 
choiceſt mean to gain time, and bring a Chriſtian and 
his defire ſooneſt together 2 Which was the witneſs of a 
moſt experienced Chriſtians I have with much longing ay 

uc 
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ſuch a thing from the Ler4 , yet got noreturne , but when once 
1 was helped through grace to give him his will, and to be 7e- 
ſigned wholly thereto, then was it he gave me my will alſo in what 
Ilhad ſought > 6. The more prayer and wreſtling hath 
come betwixt the Chriſtians.rrial and outgate, 1s 1t not 
found the more comforting and ſweet, when it hath come? 
that whilſt hope deferred makes the heart ſick, yet how 
great an intereſt does it pay in for the furtheſt loſs and 
pain in onwaiting , when as a Treeof life , it hath at laſt 
bloſſomed after many a winter ſtorme > 7. His thoughts 
are not as ours, and his way not as ours. Eſai, 55: verſ. 9g. We 
ſee not at preſent nor can fathome the depths of divine 
providence ; and how needful it is to have the heart 
brought low , that not only patience might have its perfet 
work, Fam. 1: 4. but a Chriſtians being more fitted for 
the defired mercy, $. But what doyou expect, which 
15 not of free and marvellous grace ? For to continue in 
prayer 1s an expreſly commanded duty , thouzh no ſenſ1- 
ble fruit , or income ſhould follow , yea can bring no 
price in its hand, to obtain what we ſeek. And ſhould 
theſe quarrel with onwaiting , who have all this kept in 
their ſight, | am: not worthy of the leaſt of the mercies thou 
haſt ſhewed to thy ſervant. Gen. 32:10? 9, Could weevex 
know the uſe making and comfort of theſe great Promi. 
ſes to ontwaiters » ſuch as, Eſai. 30: ver. 18, and 40: v.37, 
al. 25: verſ. 3. If grace were not thus kept in exer- 
ciſe , 
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Quersr. I. 

Ince we should find our delight moſt , where our tru® 
\) intereſt and greateſt concernes ly ; the late occaſion w® 
el RE. |  =©— hat 
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had to converſe together on ſo neceſſar , and weighty 4 ſub- 
jet, doth preſs me to follow the ſame yet further, and to gain 
ſuch an haur , when ſo many are unprofitably loft ; and now 
let me ſeriouſly ask, may there not be a ſafe owning of ſome 
more laxe conception of pradtical Religion, than what you 
have hitherts ſpoke ſeems to allow , ſince it ſeemes very 
ſad and affrighting 101o0koy ſo great a part of thoſe, who 
own the Dotirine of the Church , if there be nor ſome grea- 
ter latunude for Chriſtians, beth in their principles 
and pratisce , yea whilſt this wants not a great patrociny it 
the preſent time? on. ae nn 


ANSWER» 


It 1s not ſtrange, where the truth is nor received in 
love,that men kindlea light tothemſelyes,andiwalk in the 
ſparks thereof, but I hope you debate not the Scripture , 
wherethe ſafe way of being eternally ſaved can only be 
known; yea, that 1t is ſure, 'could we make this way more 
larg? and br- ad, there were no conceiveable intereſt or 
gain to conceale the ſame, which were ſo pleaſing, to 
moit 1n theſe times.” But ſince there is one way, and 
here alone muſt all the redeemed of the Lord get ſafe to 
that bleſſed land which is above, I hope ye dare own no 
other conception thereof than is there expreſly ſhewed. 
1. That itisſ\uch, wherethere is no poſſible latitude for 
ſhifting off Fear , Tenderneſs and Diligence in our Chri- 
ſtian walk, and thus to make ſure for eternal life. 2. That 
this is the firair and narrots way , where the multitude 1s 
not to be found, even of ſuch as are under the outward 
call ofthe Goſpel! ; anditis ſure» another way will never 
b2 found to the ſecond coming of Chriſt, Luk. 13: v. 24 
3. Such, as there can be no following the Lord there 
with a bid reſerye, or regarding iniquity in ey 
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There is but one way to get ſafe to Heaven, 4r 


P/al. 66: 18. or a cleaving to any private intereſt , ſo as 
to keepitup deliberatly, and not adventure the ſame 
for Jeſus Chriſt , wereit as their righteye , or right hand. 
Matth.5: 29? 4. There 1s no poſlible conceptien' of 
Religion men can have from the Scripture, to take off that 
indiſpenſible neceſſity of the new birth, and writing of the 
Law upon the heart by the Spirit of God , yea thus to 
know Religion as an internal thing, which muſt firſt 
begin at the heart,before it come to the prattice. Foh.3: 3. 
5. Itis beyopd debate alſo, that men muſt bring not 
their work only , but their thoughts and the principles 
of their motion to thar Teſt of the Law, which is Holy 
and Spiritual. Matth.5: 28. and that what be done, it 
be from integrity and uprightneſs of heart. But it 1s 
ftrange, what is there to enforce any to this, when ſuchis 
the way of the Lord , that if there could be a latitude 
for a change, Iam ſure, none ever who knew it on 
trial, could have a with or defire beyond what it 1s , nor 
15 1t poſlible for any to knos the ſpirituality and. power of 
Religion , and nor kno that ſweetneſs and facility, that 
1s thus in following thereof. | 

u, II. I cannet debate ſuch clear and evident truths, 


though it may be matter of aſtonichment to ſee , what eſſayes 
are by many, to oppoſe not only the power and ſpirituality of 
Religion inits prattice , but nits principles alſo. But what 
do you meane by the delights and ſweetneſs thereof, you bave 
now ſpoke ? Is it not from what is in hope, and in another 
world , but nat here in the preſent enjoyment 3 ſince you 
know what prejudice is every where againſt this way , yea 
nothing ſeems more ſad and afflicting than the Chriſttan; life 
within time , ſo as it is not conceiveable oft what can be 
comforting in their lot? | 

 Answ. This queſtion, though ſtrange and amazing 


init (elf,yetis not for ſuch as look but at adiſtance on the 
truth of Godlineſs , that lyes ſo hid and deep an 


42 The moſt comforting lot Here is a Chriſtians: 


ſoul, and to whoma Chriſtians life is indeed a miſtecy, 
but I judge it be not eaſy even forſuch to ſhift off , or get 
hid from theireyes the truth of theſe things , which ſo 
clearly ſhew the alone ſweer and defireable lot within 
time, muſt be that ofa ſerio:15 Chriſtian , what ever the 
world be to him 3 with which. 1, The greaxeſt Princes , 
the rich , and thoſe rhat have lived moſt 1n the pleaſures 
of this life , would be ylade to die and joine intereſts 
then. 2. Is ſuch, as hath made it ſweetand eaſy, yea on 
deliberat choice to many , to quite their greateſt intereſt 
and Comforts within time 3 which fleſh and blood could 
neyer have parted with , if the exchange had not been 
known to be much more gainful. 3. How deſirable is 

that lot, where the Chriltian can follow his intereſt, by 
being abaſed as well as abounding, and by every thing 
that doth occurre,may know how to be furthered thus in 
his way; yeariſe by that which would moſt ſeeme to bear 
himdown, and lay himin the duſt ; yea thus'to gain by 
greateſt lofſes. 4. Such 1s the Chriſtians lot , that as his 
duty and Comfort can never part, or the Teſtimony of 
his Conſcience anent integrity and ſtraightneſs ceaſe to 
be matter of his rejoicing , ſo a ſerious ſubjefting 
and refignation to the Lord, will never ceaſe to be 
his reward alſo in the cloſe. 5. Row fad and at- 
flifing this lot may ot ſeeme , 1tis here alſo their Foy 

is ſowen by weeping, where that Seed was never yet loſt 
Pſal. 126: 5? 6, Would youtruely know the ſweetneſs 

of a Chriſtian lot > Odo butcome near and try , what 
Joy and Satisfaftionis to be found inthe cottage of ſuch 
2s knowes the truth of living near God , and nnder the 

lively hope of the Glory which is to be revealed , more 

than in the moſt ſtately & magnifick dwellings of others; 

whatthe mornings andevyenings of many .ſuch are, their 
hid and retired walks, yea their Comforts ſometimes in 
the night ſeaſon 3 how {tweet to tell the hours , as they 

aregoing by , which they knoware bringing them more 


near tothe cternity of Joy and putting over ſome ou | 
0 


The Chriſtians lot even here ſweeteſt, 43 


of their appointed griefs here ; with what refreſhment 

theſe canlook up to the Heavens , to the Sun, Moon 

and Stars, and triumph in the works of his hand, who 

hath formed the ſame , whilit they know what a marvel- 
lous change ere long ſhall be in their ſtate, whenjthey ſhal 

be above theſe, yea ſhine forth as the Sun in the Kingdome of 
their Father. Matth, 13: v.43. Hathnotſuch, and they 
only the moſt defireable part even here, yea can truely 
at uped their browu bread , with a fatisfation , be- 
yond whatever the voluptuous man knew, who knowes 
not that true peace & ſerenity of mind in Jeſus Chriſt , 
which guardes the heart from that dreadful ſting that fol- 
lowes on the pleaſures of fin? Itis ſuch can truely ſap 
( which was the word of one of the Ancients) O quam 
ſuave eſt carere hiſce ſuavitatibus , how ſweet tohimwait to 
want theſe carnal delights, wherein others were wallowing ; 
whilſt their all is in Fefus Chriſt. But if you ſay, why 


- 15not this more diſcerneable amongſt Chriſtians ? is not 


the cauſe here , that a living and vigorous Chriſtian is 
become (o rare a ſightat this day > 7. Itis theſe , who 
with Joy can converſe with the thoughts of approaching 
death , whilſt the fling and terrour thereof is taken away. 
8. Itis theſe, who 1n the ſerious obſerving of prov1+ 
dences both to themſelves and others Sn look no 
where, where they may nor ſee what ſhould tend to'a 
further ſtrengthening of them in the way of truth , 
and that the God whomthey ſerve , afluredly is what he 
hath declared himſelf to be. 9. Itis theſe, who with 
greateſt quiet dare commit their intereſt to him, as know- 
ing in whom they have beleeved , and what ever confinence 
of manifold temptations may ſometime meet in their lot» 
yet knowes they ſhall not be tempted above meaſure, but are 
{till under his tender and watchful care , whoeven while 
he {mites with one hand , dees uphold with the other. 
Io. Such is their lot; as that which would ſeeme the 
greateſt pain in the Study of Godlineſs , which ts 
by Mortfication , to do violence to 'the fleſh and luſts 
thereot, ' 


447 Mortification the way to greateſt delights. 


thereof » leads in alſo the greateſt pleaſures and de- - 


lighrs. 


Qu. III. I muſt confeſs, it is ſtrange what prejudice 


moſt bave at ſerious Godlineſs which they never knew upon 
trial: But what you meane mthis laſt mſtance of that mtereſi 
goymems of the Chriſtians life , is ſuch I cannot eaſily com- 
prehend. 

AnSw. Thiscan alone be known npon-trial . Yet 
do but ſeriouſly conſider theſe 1. That the Scripture hath 
ſoexprefly conjoined rhem together. Marth, 11:29. take 
my yoke on you » andlearne of me & c. and you ſhall find reſt to 


your ſoul , which would ſeemea ſtrange way to fo defire- - 


ablean enjoyment, 2 You know this alſo to be atteſted 
by the Saints inall ages , and with the greateſt certainty 
of trial , what incxpreſlible ſweetneſs and delight they 
have known and experienced in a ſuffering lot for Chriſt, 
andinſuch things, which in themſelves were moſt im- 
bittering and grievous to the fleſh, 3, None yetever 
knew the 'I'ruth and Power of Religion , and not this 
alſo, that by a natural reſult, what ever tends toan abate. 
ment of the power of {in, in reſiſting thereto, how 
ſore and grieving ſoever it would ſeeme at firſt, leads into 
the greateſt Delights and Comfort .in the cloſe. 4. Iris 
here the Chriſtians promiſed reward to wreſtling againſt 
corruption , and a Body of Death, is in ſome degree given 
in, ſo as to know upon their own ſoul the Truth of that 
Peace; whichisina cloſs walking by this bleſſed rule of 
the Scripture. Gal. 6:16. 5. And whata ſweet Jubilee 
bath oft followed in their ſoul , on reſiſtingand getting 
victory over ſome predominant evil, beyond what ever 
was known » in the furtheſt yeelding and indulgence eg 
the fleſh> 6. Is not the moſt truely Comforting uſe ang 
enjoyment of the world foundby having the hez;t mach 
ſubdued thereto » and thus kept off thar dreagfyj rock 


of 


Mortification ro the fle-hhath, in the Comforts aud En- .. 


The need of fear, in ſeeking of the world. 4.5 
of Live to th: World , and eager defires after the ſame, 
whereon ſo m:ny thouſands have at laſt made fhip= 
wrack > | 0s” 

Qu. I111. VYhat are there not allowed deſires after 
the world; and that it is truely warrant able for men to ſeek 
a further increaſe to their eſtate , and ſome larger imereſt 
this way? | | 

ANnSw. Since this is an unqueſtionable Talent men 
have for their Maſters uſe , and are accountable for , it 

uts it beyond queſtion , that there is both a warrantable 
htoning and enjoying thereof, with Chriſtian Sobriety; 
but theſe alſo would be deeply pondered herewith. 
I. That Love to the world and things thereof, is ſo expreſly 
a Scripture ſigne of a reprobar ſtare, 1 Jch. 2: 15. andtbat 
no covetous ſhall inherit the Kingdome of Heaven 1 Cor. 6: 10s 
which was ſo convincing in the primitive times , as Cove- 
 zouſneſs upon any viſible evidence was then a publick 
ſcandal of the Church, 2. How ſuchis the deceit fulneſs 
. ofriches, as is ſhewed by our bleſſed Lord himſelf. Mar. 
13 v. 22. that as briars and thoynes this native tendency is to 
choak the Word of the Goſpel,and make it unfruitful,even 
whilſt it ſeemes to have come forward ſome length. And 
if any cannot bear this , who may be in ſaddeſt hazard tq 
ſplit on ſuch arock, let them but goin and try the Scrip- 
ture thereanent ; and not think ſtrange » that we neither 
may nor dare conceile the truth hegein, without applying 
it to mens Conſcience, | 

Qu. V. FVhbatſuteable improvement is that which 

is neceſſarily called for, of the meaſure and talent which 
men have of things of the world, as might moſt tend to 4 
ſolide peace and quiet of mind before the Lord berein , and 
zo guard againſt ſuch dreadful and evident hazard of eternal 
perishing, or ſpliting on that rock , 61 which the Holy Ghoſt 
bath ſet ſo ſignal a Boacon , by moſt expreſ and wultiplied 
warnings from the Scripture ? | 


Ansyw; 


a” 


4.6 Mens intereſt in the world given them as ſtewards 


 Answ. It is a great propoſal you now make »'to 
which in a few words, and with ſome ſeriouſneſs I ſhall 
make this anſwere. I. To conſider what uſe ye would 
choofe to make, or wiſh to have made of your intereſt in! 
the world, if ye were at this hour to die, ſo as with 
peace on ſuch an account roenter into eternity. 2, That 
this 1;!nor leftarbitrary to any their trading with ſuch .a 
Talent, and be concerned how to conſecrat the gain 
"thereof to the Lord ; butitisa High Peece of Juſtice , 
and noleſs neceflity to ſhew mercy to thoſe who are true- 
Jy diftreffed » than to pay ous Debts , fince the great Law- 
giver hath nor left this indifferent more than the other , 
as is clear. Luk, 16: 20,11,12. 3. You would confider 
that riches is given to men as Stewards,and not Proprietors, 
Matth. 25: v. 14. -- I meaneſo as to reckon they may do 
hereinar their own pleaſure; and is unfaithfulneſs here a 
ſmall won to ly on the Conſcience, and have no other 
account of their Maſters goods togive , but that they ap- 
4/4 them to their own uſe only? 4- Do bur lay to 
eart, that ſuch is this great Duty, in a faithful anſwering 
toones Talent and meaſure of the things of the world, in 
a tender reſpect to the Condition and Neceſſity of re Saints , 
as in the Day of the Lord it is moſt noticed, and that 
which will be brought in Fudgment againſt the reprobate, 
yea on which that dreadful Sentence there paſſeth , depart 
from me ye curſed into everlaſling fire exc, Matth. 25: verſ. 4t. 
5. Tobefaithful thus in anſwering to that Talent is clear, 
'that it is to give and lay our yourſelf this way , vvhere 
you can expect no returne, or Compenſation , other- 
wiſe itis but a ſelf intereſt you follow , and not agiving 
totheLord, noris it 4 cafting thy bread on fthe waters , 
Kecleſ. t1: 1. 6. To be faithfulhere is ſomething elſe 
than that occaſional outgiving to the neceſſities of ary , 
on ſome preſent and preſſing Obje& , fince the Scriptuve, . 
5 ſoexpreſs,that here ſhould be ſomeproportion to every 
ones Meaſure andEſtate , which ought to be ſeriouſly 
conſideredand laid aſide, for which ſee thatappointment 
: ; Deut. 14: 


A 


* Deut, 14: 22. & 16: 12. and how there it is held forth on 


"What uſe of that talent is required. 47 


moral & immutable grounds. 1Cor- 16: 1. tharevery one 
ſhould , as his meaſure can admit » be concerned in the 
;mprovement thereof, 7: This 15s nat to entertaine only 
ſome preſling Gall for this end , when it comes their 
way, but to ſearch out the cauſe of the diſtreſſed. Fob.2 92 
v. 16. Eccleſ. 11: 2, for thus the liberal man deviſuh liberal 
things, &c. evenin ſeeking Objets, that ſo excellent a 
grace may not want its exerciſe , each according to his 
Talent , where it may be truely ſaid , they receive more 
than they give : Which was a choice word of one , what 
ever 1 give, that T have , whilſt the withholding of thae 
which 1s thus required , hath vifiblv ended to paverty'\in 
many ſignal inſtances. $8. Tobe faithful here, is to have 
a ſerious reſpedt to the end;that 1t bt to 4 Diſciple in the name 
of a Diſciple,with a due regard to their preſent diſtreſs, and 
not by partializy, on ſome private intereſt and reſpetts thar 
may riſe thereto, elſe they have cauſe to feare , that both 
Principal & Intereſt is loſt. nor can they put this debt on 
the Lord , where ſuchaſad braſs is withit. Matth, 10: 
v. 42? | 9. To be faithful here is to follow this cloſly , ſo 
as not to be ſern of men , elſe ſuch have their reward, where 
this is an influencing morive , yea not toler theleft hand 
know what the #ight hand doth. Marth 6: 23, Here the giver 
ſhould ſhut his eyes when he opens his hand , with de- 
ſir that it may never be known» untill the day of the 
Lord , that great day of retribution, when that which 
hath been done in ſecret ſhall be rewarded openly. Mat. : 
v.4? 1o. Here alſoisto be underſtood to give with- 
out grudging , cheerfully, as the true way ts lay up trea- 
ſure to themſelves, knowing that the Lord loves a cheerful 
giver.2Cor. 92 7. 11, To befaithful here,is to begiven to 
Hoſpitality, with a tender regard forentertainins of flyan- 
gers, for inſuch habire Angels have been entertained, Heb. 17+ 
Vo2. 12, The boundsand linites of our aftings here 
muſt not ouly be the houſhold of faith , bur a Tenderneſs, 
Condeſcendence and Readineſs to help and relieve any 


diſtreſſed 


48 Why thepoor should not complain. 
diſtreſſed , even the Worſt of men, asthey have oppor- 
tunity , which is ſo a 11-nc required I Theſ. 3: ver. 12. #0 
abound in love towards all men , ſoas to do good, to be uſe- 
ful, andexerce Tenderneſs toward all, which ſhould be 
found a more. effectual mean to gaine credit to theGoſpel, 
- than whatis the way of many, who have a name and repute 
of Religion 1n this age. 

Qu. VI. VVhat you haye now ſpoke anent thoſe , 
tho have 4large intereſt in the world , and in what termes 
they have it, is undeniable, I confeſs, from the Scripture ; 
but this concernes a few, inreſpett of ſuch as are of a Low 
and meane Condition in the VyVorld, and what can 
theſe bave to compenſe the want of ſuch a Talent ani make 
their lot defireable or ſweet 


 Answ. I hopeyou willnot bring theſe things under 
queſtion which may convincingly anſwer this, 1. That 
a ſerious Chriſtian could yer never be ſo Low, but he hath 
much more than he wants z though he ſhould be put to 
ſuch a reckoning with Fob, I haye now neither Children, 
Friends, Honour, or Eſtate in the world to call mine 
own: but I know and am ſure that my Redeemer lives. Fob. 1g: 
»- 25-and do you think thata mans lot , or the comforta- 
ble enjoyment thereof conſiſts in the abundance of the things 
be poſſefſeth Luk. 12:15, 2, Have the poor and deſpiſed 
cauſe to quarrel with their lot, if they be in truth par- 
takers of the Grace of God, when itis ſo clear, there 
can be no ſubſtantial good in riches or honour , which 
the Lord hath caſt out of the Counſel of his Love to- 
wards thoſe, on whom he hath ſet his heart from eternity? 
3. Yea hath he not defigned the moſt of the Ele& to a 
poor, Low and afflicted Condition here > Foy you ſee your 
calling Bretoren , how not many wiſe » nst many noble &c. 
according to the fleſh hath he choſen, 1Cor.1: 26, 27. 4. Hath 
not ſuch a peculiar income in the way of the Promiſe, 
which theſe who are full , and abound moſt in the world 
Gannec. 


\ 


aweight of Religion ontheir ſoul. 
Pp 


The Comforts of a mean lot. '£9 
cannot underſtand, and 1s not owned inthe Scripture to 
be under ſuch a neceſſity to live by faith , which made 
the Apoſtle give ſuch a ſtrange account, 2 Cor, 12; 9,10, 
I take pleaſure in my infirmities, in difireſs ; in perſecutionts 
&c. that the power of Chriſt may reſt onme, O what ſtrong 
and vigorous adts of faith and love have oft followed the 
Chriſtians low and meane ſtate in the World , whereto 
ſuch as were at eaſe have been wholly ſtrangers. 5. Have 
ſuch cauſe to quarrel with alowand deſpiſed lot , who 
the leſs they have here , whilſt they haye a ſure evident 
for Heaven, knowes they have the more before them 2 
And whilſt others may reckon what they have by year 
and property , can make another account what is their 
intereſt for all eternity » and not grudge the hireling's 
wages , who know rhey are Sons, and to abide in the houſe 
for ever, Joh. 8:35. 6. Would ſuch, wereit put to their 
choice, have their good things in this life , ox do they expet 
to find a Heaven out of Heaven, and is not that lot 
with greateſt advantage ſuited to each of his Saints , that 
1s molt for promoting their eternal intereſt', and to make 
them meet to be partakers of the inheritancdof the Saints in light. 
Col./1: ver. 12, 7. It is not by the bulk you can od e 
on the Chriſtians condition here in the World , a little 
gold is of more value than a great heap of ſome other 
metals, and a little that the righteous hath is more than the 
riches of many wicked, Pſal. 37: ver. 16. For therelyes 
the blefling ; and whata difference 1s there betwixt ſuch, 
whoſe heart is gone up after his ereaſure , that is laid up 
for him in Heaven; and thoſe, who mind earthly things 


-and have their heart in their belly, Phil, 3: >er. 19? . 


u. VII. Such have a ſweet and comforting 
part , whether the VVorld ſmile or frown, who know 
there is an clernity of joy before them: But you ſee how 
1any are wot more low in their outward ſtate , thaw 


dreadfull wicked and looſe. without thc heaft ferious 


ANS. 


50 Tiobe poorand ungodlie how ſad a fight. 


ſaddeſt lot here can of it ſelf lead into Jeſus Chriſt, with- 
out the efficacious and irreſiſtible power of grace; but 


- as totheir part, who/are fo viſibly ative to their own 


Tuine, I muſt ſay» there ſeemes not 2 more ſad and 
aſtoniſhing ſight , than ſuchare, 1- Who thus follow the 
world with a weeping eye , and have their heart cleave ſo 
faſt to it> which will ſcarce beſtow one flattering ſmile 
onthem,8&knowes not whatgain they'might make of their 
preſent AﬀMliction and ſtrait. 2, Who thus ſeek the living 
among the dead, & their reliefe from the airth from whence 
they ſee they cannot have it, who have ſuch greateſt things 
laid in their ofter , to make them here and for ever bleſ- 
ſed. 3- That the very report of the gain of Godlineſiſhould 
not preſs them once to be this length, to know upon 
trial , vyhat might be the certainty thereof, and if ſuch 
an advantage can be truely reached here, as to make the 
poor mans life more Sweet and Comforring under all the 
roile of his hand , thanif he had the greateit eſtate of the 
earth. 4, It may ſeemeſtrange , what theſe can poſfibiy 
geckon upon their Condition in being men, as defireable 
above thar of rhe beaſts cf the eld, who have ſo little 
eitherin hand , or hopeto be comforting ; to know only 
a ſenſual life with ſo ſmall and almoſt indiſcerneable advan- 
tage ro ſatisfy the ſenſes. Itisrrue, many ſuch entertain 
4 hope of a bleſſedneſs ro come, whilſt they are wholly 
ſtrangerstro alifeof grace here : BarOh ! Ir is at ſuch a 
rate, that rhe Scripture of God muſt be falſe, it theirs be 
true. 5 How amazing alſois1it, to ſee for whattheſe pt- 
Tish , and loſe their immortal ſoul-, which is in it ſelf a 
higher intereſt , than theglory and riches of all the Mo- 
narchies in the Earth, yea of more value, than the Sun 
and Moon ? Yer as if this were but ſome rriffle ; how 
eafily do ſuch hazard the ſame for the ſmalleſt gain; yea ir 
may be ſaid , are content to ſerve Satan withont the wages 
of viſible pleaſure and ſatisfaction which others have in 
the world. 6 Yea how ſtrange. is it, how many .ſuch , 


Amns. This may ſhew ,-that no affliition, or the 


whoſe * 'Þ. 
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A Serious warning to ſeamen...  * 5r 


whoſe trade and imployment ; ho moſt ar ſes , who thus 
have ſach peculiar enforcing Arguments, to be.ſeripus 
abour Religion ,. yer are ſo viſibly looſe in their walk ; and 
ſtrangersrqa Chriſtianlife. , 2 
| Qu. VIII. I is ſurtthere are ſuch of that imploy- 
| ment, and 1 hope not a few, whoſe being convincingly 
| ſerious in the things of God,, with a Chriſtian walk ,' 
'} 70 the credit of the Goſpel, is beyond queſtion. But 
ſince what you have ſpoke as to many of theſe,is too wiſe- 
| 21; manifeſt, what are theſe preſſing Motives and Argus 
| gumentsthat ſuch , whoſe calling lyes moft ors the Sea, 
have more than others to take Religion deeply to heart? | 
Answ. You may judge what a prefling call ſuch have 
to be in greateſt earneſt about their eternal ſtate. 1. Who 
| are through moſt of their time ſo near a bordering with 
eternity, in deaths often; and their life hatiging ſo frequently 
4 in ſuſpence beforetheir eyes. 2. Such , whe cannor but 
| have their conſcience oft ſtruck with the ſenſe of a God= 
Head, by ſeeing his maryellons power Shewed forth in 
1] the Depths, ſo asit may be ſaid , they live and converſe 
4, 4mongſt wonders , to ſee that great Body of the Sea, how 
It is with ſuch advantage made paſſable for Tranſport 
} and Commerce; the regular conrſe of irs ebbbings and 
flowings , with the ſingular uſe aud ſubſerviency of the 
tides ; how it is ſhut upalſo with gates and barres, and 
hath its appointed bounds , without which there could be na 
reaſon how a bank of ſand could reſtraine the great Oceans 
breaking forth. O ! what abookis thus ſpread open for 
{ ſea- faring men to read, and bring near their thoughts, 
| with wondering , to Fear and Worship him, whoſe wore 
jar ſo knownonthe wighty waters ; who turnesrhe moſt impe=- 
| tuous ftorme into a calme athis pleaſure , which is ſq far. 
Laboveall linmanereach,&caufeththe ſwelling ofanenraged 
Iſeain amomentto know his command and beftill” 3, Whar 
Jottght ſuch'ro be , who have nor Gy Og oft ſupriſes, 
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with preventing mercy , when they were not aware 
from daſhing on ſome ſhelve or rock, or falling in on 
s bank of ſand, and thus brought out of greateſt hazard, 
even before they were putin fear : But have oft likewiſe 
been reſcued from the very Jawes of preſent Death, in 
that manner , when noviftble or ordivary means could 
ever haveanſwered thereto. Oh! Can ſuch deliverance 
be ſo caſily forgot , and what were then their thoughrs 
of entring. into endleſs eternity, and meeting grim death 
with ſuch a ſurpriſe > was it not thena matter of earneſt 
' topray? Or would you then have dared to break forth 
into an Oath? yea what a bleſſed ſtate were you then made 


toreckon thoſe in , who had been formerly ſerious aþour _ 


Religion , and how ſoon may ſuch a ſurpriſal meet you 
again? 4. What ought ſuch to be, and are accounta» 
ble for » who knowes how many thouſands have been 
ſwallowed up in theſe devouring Depths , and hears of 
ſuch ordinary ſhipwracks, whilſt they are yet preſerved? 
Oh ! Doth not this marvellous longſuffering and tender- 
neſs of the Lord have ſome ſerious voice ? Hath it yer 
pever tended to melt your heart with ſorrowand contri 
tion» for ſoſada returne you have hitherto given to ſuch 
forbearance. 5. What ſolemne and exprefs engage- 
ments are many, if not molt of ſuch under, and accoun- 
table for, which their lips haveuttered, when trouble was upon 
them, and when they were at the very brink of periſhing, 
that if ſome extraordinary caft of providence had been 
deferred but a very few moments longer , they had been 
Joſt > Now ſet me ſeriouſly ask , what did you really 
intend > Was ittodeale deceitfully with the moſt High, 
and be no more ſerious in the thoughts of this when ye 


were once zt land ? Ifit beſo, how can you dare topray 


and plead with the HolyLordin a new Strait * Oh! ler 


me beſeechyon, lay this to heart, and thatto make uſe - 


of your preſent calmes at ſea, formaking ſure your eter=- 
nal intereſt, would help to make a ſweet calme within on 


your ſoul when a ſtorme ariſes. 6. Let me butadd this | 


what 
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what advantage ſuch have, who have ſo c!ear an emblems 
of their lifz and condition here ſo frequently before them » 


| how thusthey are under ſaill, and moving to that port where 


once the anckor muſt be caſt down neyerto be weighed 


' again: yea how there can be no ſafe reckoning to get ſafe 


- tothat bleſſed, O bleſſed and defireable port of glory, without 
knewing how theircourſe lyes , which from the Scriprure 
.1s more infallibly clear, than they can be by any Carte of 
Compaſs? Letme but further add, how ſtrange it isro ſee 
ſome oftheſe, ſo far from undet the aw and dread of God; 
that they are not more concerned to put to ſea, and work 
on the Sabbath, withour any convincing nece{lity, than 

on any other day? | ; 
u. IX. VVbat, # there ſuch 4 neceſſity for ſtri& 
obſervance of the Sabbath, as there is no warrantable liber- 
ty, both for rccreation , and mens ordinary buſineſs, after 

the publick worshipis once paſt © 

Ans. I hope you will nor dareto debate, 1. That 
the Chriſtian Sabbath hath by the hols Ghoſt chat impreſs 
and authority pur upon it, of being the Lerds day , a day 
which 3s ſer a part and conſecrar to him » on a higher ac- 
count » than the firſt creation, wherein God manifeſted #s 
our Nature did reit froma'l his works , for the Redemprim of 
by Church; and fr-m the new Creattn; and ſaw that all 
which he had done was very good ; that day never to be forgor, 
whereja the Redemprion of his Church being perfected, 
he had a full acquirance for rhe wh le Jebr of his elect 
Church; rhat day alſo, on which his moſt uſtall and ſolemne 
appearanceto his Diſciples afrer his Refurretion, was; and 
$hall wedeny ſuch atribure of our obſervance thereof, on 
ſo great ai account : and ro him , who hath piven us our 
time , and is Lord of the Sabbath? 2. Since it 18 the alone 
prerogative of God ro make 4 day holy , and char the fex# 
day of the week is that piece of our rime , which 1s only ſer 
apart for him under the New Teſtament , shoultd not ſuch a 
Jolemne and conſecrat time be applzed to fpiriruall duties 2 
and is the higaeſt of PR—_ toturne that which 1s holy to 
: 2 Ci- 
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Civill or common actions, when they arc no works of ne- 
ceſiity or mercy , forthen is ſuch a day no more holy but 
common. 3. You know how deep the prophanationthere- 
of hath been oft found to draw on mens conſcience, ſo as 
It 15 rare to ſee aflapitious perſon under any remorſe, when 
broughrro a ſcaffold , but bath been then enforced ro cry 
out of the breach of the Sabbath , and how their guilt here- 
in did ſtare them in the face, as a provoking cauſe of 
what had thus befallen them 4. Should not theſe dread- 
full marks of the holy judgement of Gid, which have been 
thus put both on perſons and places , have an aw and dread 
on mens conſciences 3 'yea ſuch inſtarces , with theſe 
fiznall and convincing circumſtances , as all might ſee, 


*”a 


as witha finger, attheprovoking cauſe © 5. Do we hope 
for an everlaſting Sabbath in heaven , whilſt here a few 
hours in ſpiritual] converſe with God , and che ſouls refting 
and ſolacing it felf in him , is ſo burdenſome a work ; 

| yea, whilſt itisſure, the greareſt ofdelights and pleaſure 
known upon the earth are rheſe which are Spiritnall , ro. 
ſuch as ever knew what iris to be Chriſtians? | 


_—_— 


DIALOGUE. IV90 | 


QuesrT. I 


C' Ince we have bad this occaſion to touch a little ſome of 

_ x Jtbegreat andweighty concernes ofpraCticall religion, 

I muſt yet preſs you with ſome few propoſals, anent the pre-= 

ſent time we are fallenin, when ſuchſad appearances and 

a faint almoſt every where now is, ſo a5 many are like to give 

over , 4; menaſtoniched, and loſe both their heart and hand 
ene bene. 
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ANSWE Ro 


We arc indeed fallenintrying z:mes. Bur conſider alſo* 
'T, What great confirmations| have been given into the truth» 
ere ournignt grew ſodark , and have now loſt fight oftkem 
all. 2. Whar kepr the ſainrs from ſinking an hundred 
years palt , whenrobe burnt at the ſtake for the truth was 
one of the moſt uſuall leſſons of Chriſtianity ; and to quite 
all for leſus Chriſt > Yea, whence was it , that their 
ſtrength and reſolution grew , as the tide grew ftrong 
againſt them? 3. Look rhrough the whole ofthe Scrip= 
ture, and onthe Churchescondition under the NewTefta- 
ment , and [ am ſure, nothing can be more clear than this, 
that the greateſt zraumph thar ever Jeſus Chriſt hath had in 
his followers, was not in calme and proſperous times frem 
withour, but when they were at the loweſt. | 

Qu. 11. But bow is it inſuch times of abounding light , 


4s theſe now are, that theſe great confirmations of the 


-rruth , which werethen giveninby the Saints , are now ſo 


rate , yea much unkuownto moſt of this gener ation ? 

ANs. The way of the Lordisftillthe ſame, ard in all 
times his word doth good to them that walk uprightly. 
Bur ir may be clear. 1. How ſuch degrees of peace, c: mfore 
and aſſurance of the truth hath till kepr ſome proportion ro 
fome more remarkeable rime and meaſure of the Saints ſuf 
ferings , the ſpirit of God and «of glory then r:fting upon them. 
I Pet. 4:14. 2. Then was the life of farch , 4 followmy of 
#he Lerd fully , with a large venturing on hand1n another 
manner known amoneſt his followers , Tthanit ſeemes to 
be at this day ; and Oh! How rare a practiceisit nowro 
beleeve, when there are almoſt no ſenſible yrounds to be 
comforting? 3 Though former ages had nor thar meaſure 
of light which is now, yer it may - ſeenhow the aw and 
authoriry thereof was in anorher manner on the conſcience 
of Chriftians, and their workto /ive religion , when there 


was no viſible inducement to profeſs the ſame but for the 
'D 4 rruths 
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truths ſake; bur they endured , as ſeeing him whos inviſible 
and did live and feed on the very marrow and ſubſtance of 
Religion in another manner , tian ſeemes by the moft of 
P:ofeflors now ro be underſtood. | 
Qu. 111. Vvhat might be the moſt efferall mean for 
recovery, and to beled inthe way of the promiſe of the 
Lords returning with theſe womted figncs of his preſence z 
when it ſcemes to be ſo dark and diſmall an hour now on the 
Church ? 


AnSsS I hope with ſome affurance I may offer theſe. 

1. Thar ſuch as love the rruth would with greateſt ſerious- 
neſs watch againſt the preſent publick , and prevailing evills of 
the times , to have their garmeurs kept from the ſmalleſt 
rouchand deflements thereof; I meane ſuch evils, after 
which the multizude moſt runs, where the countenahce 
and favourable aſpect of great men ſeemes molt to follow , 
and is a moſt remarkeable contagion inthe time ; forit is 
here the ſmalleſt acceflion will draw deeprt on the con- 
ſcience,&have a more difficult recovery than other perſonal 
infirmities, & a ſevere withſtanding thereto lead in to moſt 
ſenſible enjoy ments of the Spirit of God, 2, Ler usenquire 
where the Tef:mony of the preſent day ts the truth doth 
moſt ly , which may be more peculiar to ſome of the Refor - 
med Churches of Chriſt than others; for in a cloſs adherence 
therero we may afſureily hope for the outlerting of the 
ſpiritof God , from his own promiſe , of having a ſpecial 
reſpect thereto. Rev. 3:10. 4nd 12: 11; and herein should 
therruthma e you free, It hath ceenthe bleſſed difpoſall of 
the I ord, that this great intereſt of Chriſt in his beg King 
and b:ad over his Church , and thealone Lawgiver thereto , and 
that his Kingdome is not onl! within on the ſouls of the Ele , 
but over his Church , as a viſible Politich body diſtinft from al 
the Kimgdome: of the earth , us that greattruth ,, which the Church 
of Scotiani hath now in theſe late times had moit peculiarly aſſis - 
ned to witneſs for Yea this great truth we may ſee nor there 
alone , bur elſe where meft viibly oppoſed , & I hope 
will be owned, asthe common caulc of all the R_— 
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Churches, to whom this crown and ſupremacy oftheir 
glorious head should beidearer, than all their intereſts with- 
mtime. Grear isrhat peace and joy will befound in a cCloſs 
adherence thereto , a more large ourpowring of the 
ſpirit might be hoped for ro follow this Teſtimony , when 
it 1s now Called for inthe ſeaſon thereof. FF Whar a hop- 
full preſage were it ofthe Lords returne in this day, if bots 
private Chriſtians, and Miniſters of the Goſpell were found 
more preſt ro bring into themſelves their deep acceilion 
and $hare in the provoking cauſ2 of this great wrath now 
goneforth,and their being content to be abaſed and ly in the 
duſt, rhar the unſpotted righteouſneſs of God might Shine forth? 
we might then aſſuredly hope for ſome more vilible {ignes 
ofhis preſence, and a more joint uniting in knowing both 
the cauſe and cure of our greateſt diſtempers. 4. What 
a bleſſed aſſay should this be ro rhe Churches healing 3 ifa 
greater omeſs amongſt the godly intheſe times, were with 
more defire and intenſenefs followed ; who have this with 
ſuch expresneſs left by our great Mafter , not only for the 
credit ofthe goſpell, and promoting the intereſt thereof, 
bur as a ſeale of our love and obedience tohim? Oh! 
that ſo few are found with tharſureable weight on their 
ſpirits to be concerned in this , as though tis great duty 

of mutuall freedome, could not be managed with thac 
humble ceding, and prudent tenderneſs to others , as 
might tend toa further cementing in love; yea to goe to- 
gether in others hand without any jarre. Let the things 
of God have a preference to our own things, and our 
Maſters intereſt be dearer to us , than our ſelves ; and 
Chriſtians will not then long be art ſo ſad a diſtance with 
others ; both in their judgements and affections , but 
tat bleſſed ſtrife ſhould moſt appear , how to ſtrive to- 
gether , and not againſt other Br the intereſt of Chriſt, 
Yea with this I muſt add, that which Chriſtians ſhould 
much ſtudy , and ſo natively reſolves in mutuall love and 
condeſcendence one to another, is humility, which when 
corruption cauſeth the mind to ſwell , will quickly hel 

it to fall; and how fad is it, that ſuchaname ts ewich 


Ds grea- 
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58 Reproach,one of the Churches trials. 
greateſt abhorrence entertained, as that of #4 party , or 
keeping in there with; what? 1s Chriſt divided > or is there 
any other head and leader than he? who s Paul?or who « Ap- 
pollos ? Or have we another intereſt , if we hope through 
grace to be accepted of him at his ſecond Coming, but his 
truth to contend for, which without any perſonall quarrell 
or bitterneſs , we ſhould with Levi know neither Father nor 
Srother? Bytoh! Whatwe loſe oft in the very manner 
of our deport and following of duty , when there may be 
a ſerious aime on þoti ſides at one and the ſame ſcope, 
which calls much for a being alone , jna neer tellowſhip 

with God, ro meet together with more advantage. 
Qu. 1 V- But ou ſee under what reproach the way of 
the Lord is at this day , and how much the Credit of the 


Sruth ſuſſers by ſore and ſubtill refleftions that are caſt 


thereon. 


ANS- 1. What? doth this shake any, or render 
the truth doubtfull, if eyer they knew the power and 
certainty thereof on their ſoul > for it is ſure, religion 
will never loſe weight with thoſe who know it in earneſt, 
under the greateſt cloud of detraction and contempr. 
2. What can the furtheſt efſayes ofſuch reach , who dare 
not avowedly deny the Scripture, but are enforced to 
own that which London 20 their deſignes , iince it is 
enough,the Teſtimony of God in his word is ſure? nox 
can the Sun ceaſe to shine , whatever thick vapours ray 
darken the airalittletous. 3. Do but ask the greateſt 
3 460-4 of godlineſs ,what his thoughts are, when death 
15 looking him in the face , if he will put this in his Te- 
ſtament, or adventure to ſeale (uch a witneſs with his 
dying breath. O, is it not then , that the mockers are 
enforced to confeſs they now find relizion to be a matter 
of earneſt . which before they ſcoffed at. 

Qu. V. But it ſeermes flrange , 20bat quiet and 
confidence many ſuch ,who are viſible haters of the truth, 
and of the power of Religion, oxn in their way ? 
= '_ An- 
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ANsw. Friend this is one of the ſad miſtakes moſt * 


arein, butler me beſeech you, come alittle more neer, 
and then ſee and judge what true peace and quiet ſuch : 
have ,. what ever Fouts ſhun-ſhine they may be under 
from the World. 1. Who are ſo oft at werk, how to 
bridle their conſcience ro frame diyerſions » and find 
out {ome falſe grounds of peace, whilſt the truth of 
God upon any neer approach is ſo viſible a terrourto' 
them, 2. Why do thele hate a ſearching miniftry ſo muchs 
though the word name none ? Is it not becauſe the light. 
torments them, and they cannot ſtand before it > and 
are ſuch to be envied by any? 3. Howis the ſenſe of 
guilt, and of their former way ſo aftrighting upona ſurpri- 
fing ſtrait, ora neer approach to death? or would you wiſh 
to dy with ſuch , on whoſe very countenance may be oft 
read, (let them conceale never ſo much, ) theſe dreadful 
preſages —_— of a judgment to come? 4, Andis not wic- 
kedneſi a viſible puniſhment to it ſelf , which with ſuch 
a ſting and fear is haunted, as it may be ſeen , when they 
ſeek moſt to outdare their conſcience , they find it ſtron- 
ger than they , and whilſt no ground of fear or trouble is 
from withour , yet adreadfull ſound is in their car, of 
whatis to come? 5» Why are theſe under ſuch dread to. 
be alone, and thus in any meaſure ſerious with their ſoul, 
to look but over their own caſe, and is this a defireable 
eace or quiet? 6. And whence is it that ſo many, who 
have moſt derided holineſs in'their day , are preſſed to en- 
uire and call for ſome ſerious Miniſter of Chrift ; yeato 
Jehire ſuch moſt» whom they hated before > when death 
once is dealing with them > | 
Qu. VI. But wbilſ#thetimes we are now fallen in are 
ſo remarkeably ſad and afflifting , what can the righte- 
014 do,or would moft help again#t the imbittering irou- 
bles andgriefs of a Chriſtian life? 
Answ. Letus confider 1, How much of the Scrip- 
eurg is peculiarly writ for the affl1fed ,- and ſuch as have 
OP Sn no 


no viſible help or comfort. 2. That the very nature of 
re 2nd trouble is ſo far changed in its being ſantis 
edly excrciſing , as in ſtead of poiſon to be made medici- 


nal. 3. Are not the Chriſtians ſaddeſt hours on as ſwift - 


a courſe , as their time; and each hour and: day putting, 
by ſome part of its appeinted meaſure > Yeathough ſome 
#houſands of croſſes ſhould be allotted you , they will 
Come to one at laſt, 4, A few hours under the pain of 
a wounded Spirit, and the terrours of the wrath of God, 
would make {uch to reckona freedome from this, (though 
with the {oreſt of outward afflition) were a ſweet calme 
and deliverance. 5. Is not a ſanctified croſs , without 
any bounds ſet to the meaſure thereof, one of the moſt 
expreſs Scripture ſignes of the love of God to his own , the 
want whereof might indeed be the Chriſtians ſoreſt trial , 
Jeſt his ſhare be with the World » and ſuch were Baſtards, 
. not Sons? 6, If you canread the moſt dark and ſaddeſt 
providence » ith that Commentar of the Scripture there 
on, you will then know how the Saints affliftions ſtand 
forblefſings ; Matth. 5: ver, 10, 11. anddiverſe temptations 
to bea ſolide ground of joy and comfort, Fam. 1: ver. 2. 
7. Conſider bur in the ſaddeſt affifion , how much fad- 
der this might have been . and that they are not thus a 
ſeangalto the generation ofthe righteous. 8; Wharita'l 
our life had been a continued tract of grief, briterneſs and 
-#rouble , and but rarely the leaſt of ontward comforts 
dropt in, and {fo much only given as to keep from fink- 
ing? Oh! durit ſuch quarrel , who knew ot an eternity of 
' Joyin thz cloſe? 9. It was a right way the Lord led his 
people in , when he led them through alabyrinth of ſore 
troubles inthe wilderneſs , Pſal. 107: ver. 7. and is there 
ſhewed as an embleme of the journeying ſtate of the Church 
and each of the Saints here. to. One ſight of thar glo- 
rzxous Land which 1s above , wich the firſt moment of the 
afticted Chriſtians entry there, will compenſe to the fure 
theſt a life time of forrowes and grief. 11. Is it not here 
the faith and patience of the Saints muſt ſhine forth , the _ 
: WaAcee* 


6oWhar may make imbittering griefs&troubls ſweet | 
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| . forſucharehis delight, in whom he takes preagy _ | 
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whereofis a more invaluable thing , than all the treaſures 
of the carth. 12. The ſeaſon of endexing, you know , 
is but ſhort, which for all eternity will never meet the 
Chriſtian again 3 and Oh! would you loſe even the leaſt 
of ſuchan opportunity , not in the trial of your faith and 

atience only , but of your love to Jeſus Chriſt , that#ri- 
$5 ard diſtreſs was nor able to ſeparat betwixst him and 
you > Rom. $: vey. 39. Andyour tried love under ſoreſt 
outward preſſures may be reported in Heaven and record- 
edthere, I ſhallbutadde, how ſweet muſt that be to 2 
Chriſtian , when he can ſay, Les mybeloved come and eas 
of hy pleaſant fruits , Cant. 4, ver. 16. which to them had 
moſt pain and wreſtlings in bringing forth. | 

Qu, VII. YVhataretheſe NON fruits, which 
can be found under the croſs, and the many imbittering 
griefs and troubles of a Chriſtians ife? 

Answ. Ir is lure, no ſeaſon hath been more re- 
markeable for ſowing to theSpiric.and bringing forth much 
fruit tor the Lord , than a time of the croſs, and moſt 
ſearching trials that way ; and theſe have been known to 
ſuchas were ſuteably exerciſed thereby ;- the. gain and 
pleaſure whereof hath made the remembrance of their 
{ſaddeſt hours ſweet. 1. When contrition aud tenderneſs , 
and ſoft walking before the Lord hath followed thereon z 


ſure, Eſai. 58: 15. 2. Humility , and the Chriſtians 
geting his Spirit kept low, is ſuch a fruit, as may make 
their reckoning ſweet on any other loſs; the way to know. 
how to «bound , is to know how to be abaſed. Phil, 4: 12+ 
and this is one of the peculiar ends of afflicting Provie 
dences , to hide pride for men, Fob. 33.17- O bleſſed they 
who are no leſs concerned to hide it from themſelves. 
3. Is it not a pleaſant fruit, where, by the croſs Jeſus Chrift 
is more endeared to his people,and rhus precious unto thems 
their ſoul cleaving to him. in defireand love , even when 
their ſoul cleaverk to the duſt by a humbling rod? on 
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what a rent and tribute is this, which in the Chriſtians 


| Taddeft hours only can be payed into their bleſſed Ma- 


Mer? 4. A through reſignation and ſurrender to the 
Lord and his diſpoſal,isa rare and choice improvement of 
the Croſs; Yeaitisthen found, a Chriſtian to be neereſt 
his mercy, and his burden moſt ſenſibly grow light;. and 
that this makes a ſpeedy ripening for times ofrefreſh- 
ment from the preſence of the Lord: 5. This great 
fruit is thento be ſought after , by beleeving in hope , when. 
it is againſt hope , which is one of the higheſt pieces of 
. ſervice for giving Glory to God, that a Chritian here 
can bec;lled to, and thus for purting to their ſeale , that 
God is erue. 6-"TIt is at the loweſt Chriſtians have the 
moſt . remarkeable advantage , by patient enduring for 
being more than conquetours through him that hath loved them. 
Rom. 8: v. 37. yea that thus the power of Chriſt reing upon 
they, may havein ſucha greater triumph , and over a 
more formidable party , than ever Alexander or Ceſar 
could boaſt of in all their conqueſts. 


Qu. VIII. V/hil#it may be ſtrange, how ſmall 


 aproportion the pradfice of mo#t in theſe times ſeemeto 


bave totbeir light, and mens uſual converſewith reli- 
giou- more about the uppermoFft boughs., than 
70 ly meer the great and weighty thingsthereof ; what 
night moft help to put ſome deeper impreſſion and 


weight of a Chriſtians work on him, and provoke to 
ſeriouſneſs , by baving ſome greateF} truths mo#t f#e- 
quently kept in ſight ? 

Answ-. You know, it 1s not the moſt marvellous 
things of Religion,nor if one ſhould riſe from the dead could 
deeeply work upon the heart without the Spirit of God. 
But I muſt tell you what was the defire of aFudiciousFather 
#0 4 hopleſs ſon, when he wasadying that he would but once a day 
8ake half an hour alone by himſelf , which upon trial and ſome 


dep refleFion , afterward that young; man.had , TIN 
EY this 


un 


| Some greattruths, we should oft converſe with. 6; 


this deſire might meane , was bleſſed to bea mean of his 
recovery : Oh! It moſt who are profeſſed Chriſtians 


were but once this length, that beſide ſome retirement to 
- prayer, they could but for a few moments be alone: once 4 


day to conſider theſe truths , which I ſhall here inſtance. 
x. Whar were defirezble and comforting in the ſtate of 
man , if it looked not higher than things ſeen, or his 
preſent abode in the world > 2. How ſwiſtly are the 
enjoyments of the earth , and delights of the fleſh gone 
and periſhed in the preſent uſe thereof? $3. O what 
ſhould this be to think ſeriouſly on, that the Goſpel is an un- 
doubted reality , and ſo far hath the Holy God been mind=- 
ful of man and magnified him , yea even beyond fallen 
Angels , that Feſus Chriſt ſhould have come dogpn te the twarid 
to make a purchaſs of ſuch to himſelf, and ſave them 
from the wrath thatis to come? 4. That the import of the 
Goſpel is no leſs than an eternity of Gloyy , even to the 
meaneſt of the Saints ; and what a bleſſed ſtrait were this 
for a Chriſtian ; how to divide his wondeting betwixt 
that which is now paſt, in the great work of Redemption , 

and that which is to come, in the full manifeſtation of 
Glory, 5. Let us think more frequently on this alſo, 
that the pooreſt now on the earth hath an immortal ſoul , 

that is ofa more excellent nature , and more ineſtimable 

value , than theſe viſible Heavens, the Sun, Moon » 


| and Stars; yeaſuchy as no leſs than the blood of the 
| Son of God revealed in our Nature could ranſome from 


wrath, andyet we put ſo ſmalla price thereon. 5. That . 


1tis ſure, ſo great and ſolemne a buſfines as Death is before 


'us, and we muſt know ſhortly whatit means » and ts 
enter into another world. O what will this once be; and 
\ſhould it not now deeply concerne each , that death come 
,not on all at onee, by more frequent and ſerious converſe 
therewith> 6. Let us butnow bring neer our thoughts 
what thoughts we ſhall haye of the world , when our eyes 
jare ſhuring upon it » never to enjoy this any more > And 
what thoughts that maryellous change muſt cauſe on 
mens 
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mens ſpirits, when once entred into endleſs eternity > | 
7. How marvellous is this » that may cauſe our hearts to 
ile with wondering on ſome neer converſe therewith , 
that not only there is ſuch ahope as to be for ever in Hea- 
. ven, but that our nature ſhould be ſo far advanced, even a- 
| bove theNature of Angels,in that unconcerveableUnion with 
' the divine Nature conjoined forever , in our bleſſed head 
'and Redeemer. $8. And what ſhould this be to think on, 
'thae ourBodies,when laid in the duſt,ſhall not only be aſſu- 
'yedly raiſed, but made like to the glorious Body of Chriſt, 
Phil. 3: 21? 


